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TO THE- COVRTEOVS 


\ Reader, 


Hriſtian READER, 
Nothing ts more lamenta- 


x £3 g} ble than the worldlineſſe 
Mr US of vs Chriſtians, Onr life 
EY "a ol a 5 hitle elſe but a breach of 

4 Ss. 


our moſt ſolemne vow to 


W the Lord of hife. Wee renounced the world 
' at our firjt entrance into the Church of God, 
+ denoting our ſelnes to the ſernice of Chriſt, 

* (Theſe were good words, if there were any 
þ thing beſiaes words in the moſt of ws.) But 


being growne wee renounce Chriſt, and re- 
” turne to the ſernice of the world in all our 
/Þ > Bitions. Onr aceads proue that wee doe but 
® onely talke of God and ( hrift, aud heauen: 
\ Rr what hath God but our breath? and with 
$R, hat doe wee ſeeks heanen, but with the 
tongue ? the world bath heart and hands, 

© na (if not all yet ) moſt of all our ſtrength, 
i# Heme therefore ( againſt my will,aud earneſt 
- A 


3 entreatic 


to ſaue the Apr OE Doth the Apoſtle die « 


ſonles to heanen;, but that kizde, which the (©: 


feeme baſe ard foolſ>, becauſe it wants the 


| * 
To the courtcous Reader, 


entreatic io the contrary) commaunded 10 
ſpeak vnto this great congregation, I thou ohe 


1 could not asſcharge mine owne dutie ,@ pros | 


fit the preſent anditorie better, than if 1 aid 
labour ro beate downe this vice, which hath 
cttenmore ground againſ#the power of god- 
lineſſe,(1 thinke )then the dinels whole heaſt 
of luſts beſides. If 1 hae offended in any 
thing, it 15 tn being too Plaime:wnic 2 whether ,| . 
it be a fault, yea or n0,in a preacher, [ can- | 
wot actermine with my ſclfe,but 1 know well 
ir 1 leſſe fantty, then that other extreame 
which in our 11mes ts more in price aud vſe, 
Yet me thinkes the Apoſile Paul bath ginen , |, 
vs a very good divettion, ſaying hath plea- | 
1. ſed God by the fooliſhneſle of preaching | 


grace Gods orainance by pining it ſuch a 4 
name ? or doth hee not rather deride mens 
y 


cenſures that ſo miſcall it ? For not the wiſe, 
ot the learned, not the wittie, not the elo- 


guent kinde of preaching, doth helpe men =v 


2 
3 
'S 

o 


ovecateſt part (ont of their fleſhlineſſe ) en 


excellence of words,e* the enticing ſpeeches” e: 
of mans wiſedome a Hewhere the ſame As)" 
poſtte faiths If T ſhould aime at any other], 


co? | 


To the courteous Reader, 


| © endin preaching, then the ſaluation of 
* + - 1ncnzwere | not accurſed for doing Gods 
work negligently,or peruerſely 2 if aymizg 
at this, 1 ſhould vſe any but his owne meanes, 
were 1 not fooliſh,that would prefer mine own 


f - | . .. thoughts to his? If this kind of preaching pleaſe 
| 


God, why not ſpeaker ? why not hearer ? why 
ot all ? If t ſane men,wby ſhould it not con 
; tent thoſe that come,the one to offer,the other - 
& ' t0 ſeeke ſaluation?To ſay the truth, ] doe not 
/ | wuwillungly confeſſe, that my learning 1s but 
| ſmall: For much learning requireth much 
reading, & much reading many yeares, which 
' all that know me, know to be wanting wnto 
"| me Wherefore to make ſhew of much (by the 
"| bhelpeof an inaex or ſuch like ) when 1 haue 
; |. #t not, were but a conſoning tricke, and 4 
"Ty pranke beſeeming a brag ger or a bankerout, 
+ of whom Salomon ſaith, T here is that ma«» 
\ keth himſelfe rich and hath nothing, B«t 
"ik ſay I had had the greateſt abundance of lear- 
- T4 ing, yet it behoued me to remember, that 4 
1 pulpit is not a place to ſhew ſchollerſhip in, 
> but faithfulnes,nor to declare how well read 
"NY" weare mother authours, but how ill pratti= 
ſed the vearers are in the will and word of 
God the beſt author. Preaching was not ap= 
pointed to tickle the eare with a gay ſpeech 
| A 4. and 


To the courteous Reader, 


aud learned oration, but to peirce the heart, 
with a ſharpe reproofe and earneſt exhorta= . ;\\ 
trons not to winne creaut and applanſe to the 
ſpeaker;but to work krowledge and obedience 

inthe hearer:not to make the auditorie com- 

mend vs, and /ay,lure hee 1s a good Schole . 
ler, a man of good wit and great reading, 

&ec. But to condemne themſelnes,and ſay wee 

bene beene bad men, men of polluted hearts 

and lines.Ju a word,not to draw men to ad- 

mire the gifts of him that ſpeaketh, and of+ 
fer him prefermentz but to repent of their 

owne ſinnes, and offer ſubmiſſion unto Chriſt 

that ſent hins to fpeake. This if the Miſter 

aime at, hee is happy, and the people alſo, if 

he attaine it; but whoſoener aimes at credit 

or profit in preaching, may poe from the Pwls 

os bell, Ah rake bis —_ Fs the hypo= 

crite to whom it ts ſaide, that he hath recet» 

wed bis reward, Loth would 1 be to buy praiſe 
or profit at ſuch a price, neyther did 1 6 Fe. to 
hazard my ſclfe wwto Goa, for mifmtending 
hu ordinance, and handling his word in 4 
wrong manner. With this acterminatigh uy 
1 come to ſpeake; with this determinagzon 
Should enery Chriſtian come to heare.” And 
if any twit me with the name of an Evgliſh 
Preacher (a name taken vp ta diſgrace the 

fooliſhneſe 


To the courtcous Reader. 


foeliſhnes of preaching which God commend) 
I bane to anſwere, that [ ſfeake to Engliſh- 
men, aud, the moſt, no Scholleys, «therwiſe it 
had not beene hard te hage heaped vp, and 
learned by heart, and ſpoken readily many 4 
Greeke and Latmſentence fu for the purpoſe: 
but who would looſe labor and time,& make 
two ſpeakings where one would ſerne the 
tryne ? And m this plaine manner (Reader) 
hane 1 encountred, by the ſword of the ſpirit, 
this capital exsil of the world which t world- 
lineſſe I was willing topubliſh, bein ſpoken, | 
what 1 was not willing to ſpeake, hoping to 
helpe ſome man againft the ſine, (which I 


fpeake againſt ) beſides mine hearers, if but ' 


one Chriſtian crow leſſe — by benefit of 
7 


this labour, my recompence ts ſufſicient;sf not 
one,yet ] haue this fruite that 1 intended to 
ave good and endeauonred it. Now Reader, 
if thou meete with any fault, cenſure it with 
fanonr, for I am but a man,and in reading 
«pply nothing to any but to vby ſelfe,& 1 kane 
my deſire, Thu 1 commend thee, and thy 
grouth in vertue, ts the helpe and aſſiſtance 
of our gracious Father, Banbury, lanuary. 


Thinein all C hri- 
ſtian affeAion, 
William Whatehy 
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Luke 12. 15. 


T ake heede and beware of conctonſneſſe, for 
though 4 nan haue aboundance , his ts fc 
conſiſts not in his riches, 


Heſe are the wordes of 
Jy our Sauiour Chniſt, vts 
(ered vpon occaſion of a 
= Certaine accident related 
 mmediatly before, Two 
> brethren were at vari» 
ance, about their fathers lands, It ſeemes 
that one would haue had all ro himfelfe, 
andleft very little or nothing to his bro« 
ther. Hereupon the party that thoughe 
bunſelte wronged,cntreats our Sauiour by 
good counſell, | to compoſe the controuere 
lic betwixt them, and to bring his FR 
tice 


> =_ 
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' JoQrine, 


# 4, Whatelies Sermen 


ther to ſome more equall courſe of diui- 
ſion. Our Lord that alwaies regarded the 
the ſoule more than the ſtate, perceiuing 
couetouſneſle tobe the cauſe of this con- 
tention, refuſcth to intermeddle with the 
parting of their lands,andfals tocurc that 
diſeaſe of their ſoules which procured all 
this diltemper. This he begins to doc in 
the verſc preſent, and proſecutes more at 
large in- the ſequel of the Chapter, Theſe 
words diuide themſelucs into two parts: 
The firſt, Chriſts exhortation, Take heed, 
and beware of couetouſneſſe, T he ſecond, 
the reaſon wherewith he backs his exhor- 
tation taken from the ineffeQtualneſle of 
wealth, the Co5ie of couetouſneſle, for 
thongh a man haze aboundance,&c.that is, 
if any man ſhould heape vp all ſuperflui- 
ties, hee ſhall finde no more ſafety,quiet, 
or contentment of life,from this his cop« 
hcaped plenty of outward things. The 
point of do&rine which our Saujour 
Chriſt aimes at,in the diſcuſsing of which 
I purpoſe to ſpend the time alotted,is ſo 
manifeſt, that no man can chuſe but ſee 
it, whoſocuer will be ruled by Chriſt, muſt 
beware of Couetouſnefle, All true Chri- 


{tians,that doe hang at Chriſts mouth for 
direQtion, 


direAion, and thew their hope of ſalua- 
tion by practiſe of obedience, muſt fun 
and auoide with al diligence this hateful 
ſinne of worldlineſſe; one word of Chriſt 
ſhould be ſufficient to a Chriſtian ſoule, 
but he was not ſo ſcant of words as once 
onely to warne vs of ſuch a capitall ewill. 
The ſame ſpirit ſpake in his Apoſtles, 
that in himſclfe and by their mouthes he 
hath given vs many like aduertiſements, 


whereof ſome one or two it ſhall ſuffice 


to haue mentioned. Coloſ;3,5, The Apo- 
{tle ſpeaks to Chriſtians 1n this manner. 
Meorifie therefore your earthly members, 
formication,uncleanneſſe, inorainate affetti= 
on, enill concupiſcence, and conetouſneſſe; 
which, (to prouoke our grezﬀr hatred) 
he cals by that hatcfull name of idolatry, 
And well nyght heſo call it,for it cauſeth 
a man to repoſe his hope of ſafetie vpon 
riches, which ſhould be wholy and onely 
fixed vpon the Lord of hoaſts, ſeeing it is 
impoſsible that any thing ſhould fecure a 
man from danger, vnleſlc it doe ſurpaſle 
all other thinges in power and in greats 
neſle : this finne is you ſee a capitall eni- 
| mieof our ſaluation , whichin our Chri- 


ſian warfare we ſhould fight againſt,and 


ſtriue - 


0 
- 


_— "J,V0 'Y, | — 
: k } ws 4, 
Arrive to Naughter mn our (elves. The A-5 

hath ſaide £0 the 


oftle allo, »b. 13+ 5 
ſame purpolc > 
withos! couetorſn 


riginall, withou 
comes to one reckoning. And it is obſer- 


uable that he Cath (y our conuerſation,) tO 
meete with the deceitfull hollovineſlc of 

hemſclucs in ſome te 
e not couctous,whilli in 


other a&1ons It other umes they be whol- 
1: this ſin. T Rel counter - 


ly polluted with t 

Feit apd MaYmc ligence, anſweres not 
the large cxten! of thi3 commandement- 
A. good mans 1ife if Gods counſel might 
- one or tWo alone, 
but in all the of, bee free from 3 
| > - 1.odnefſe. More Pla” b 
-oduced for the proofc 0 
» trait, if 1t Were 4s needfull, as 6a” 
w_ | 


Un 


—— 


chiefe difficultic in 


this thing ll Dee, not ſo much to Wine ' 


(0 


-nt to the po1nt,as con=, 
of praftile tO the iudgement; \ 
he mntent that Chrilts ſpee- ' | 


Fi 


rt more carctully 
you all that heare Me this day 3 
fewe 


wal. Je. CY] 
few words ſet out ſome of the moſt harm- 
ful effes that enſue vpon this vicious diſ- 
polition of minde that Chriſt cals couc- 
touſneſle, 

Firſt, it vtterly hinders the ſauing ope- 
ration of the word of God,and cauſeth the 
molt powerfull inſtrument of regenera- 
tion and ſaluation, to be altogether inef« 
feuall for the producing of theſe ef 
fe&ts, in that party in whom it beareth 
ſway. That our Sauiour plainely witneſ- 
ſeth,when he compareth the word to ſeed, 
the Preacher to the ſced{man,the heart to 
the ground, this couetoulnes to the thornes 
that choake the ſeede. The Husbandman 
may caſt away graine vpon a parcell of 
land over-runne with brambles, but the 
ſecede fo beſtowed will neucr come in at 
harueſt : So the Miniſter may preach the 
word to worldly minded men; but he (hall 
ſpend his ſtrength in yaine. Let vs ſtudy 
never ſo painctully, teach neuer ſo con= 
ſtantly, prouc neuer ſo ſtrongly, exhore 
neuer ſo powerfully, this time and labour 
15 but loſt, among our carthly affeed 
hearers. Eyther they come not to heare, 
orattend not in hearing, or meditate not 


after hearing. And this you muſt marke 


bre» 


Reaſon.t, | 


LN 
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brethren,that even attentive hearing with» / 
Cl out meditation will not ingraffe the word \ 
; | intoyour hearts,it will not profit the ſoule 
41 more, than much getting when a man \ 
4152 keeps nothing can benefit his eſtate. Well 
0 | may 1t increafe ſwimming, but not _— 
20% knowledge : it may furniſh ones hea 
with wordes and matter for honeſt dif- 
courſe, but'yot ones heart with vpright- 
neffe and ſinceritie for godly conuerſati- 
on. Thus then ſtands the cafe. The Lord 
offcrs thee his word to enlighten thy mind, 
.8 to ſantfie thine heart, to convert thy 
—}| ſoule, and make thee a true Chriltian : 
£ Couetoulſnes oppoleth it ſelfe, & will not 
ſuffer the word to dwell in thine heart,nor 
thine heart to ponder vpon the word, and 
*>{o cauſeth thee tro be but an hypocrite at 
; the beſt; ſhouldeſt thou not auoide1t? 
i Reaſonz, Secondly, another euill as bad as this 
4 comes vp together with this. T his finvne 
”_ ſteales away the heart from heauen, and 
' thoſe deſirable graces of Gods ſpirit that 
|  Coloſ.2.,, fit a man tor heaven, The Apoſtle Pan? 
C. wiſheth vs to ſet our affeRions vpon the 
things that are aboue, and not vpon the 
things that are below z intimating an vtter 


impoſsibilitic to doe both z as if hee had 
told 


- 
. = 


\ 
: 
| 
, 


at : Paler {( ro FA 

told vs that there be 2. ſorts of obiedts, 
after which mens affe&ions are carried, 
ſome are of the earth carthly, momenta- 
nie, tranſitorie, and vnable to! give any 
ſound and laſting contentment, Such are 
houſes, 3ands, 200ds, money, 11 a word, 

worldly things. Others are from heauen, 

heavenly,ſubſtantial), conſtant, itomortall, 

'ruely profitable to the whole man, ſuch 
are faith, repentance, the ſpirit of prayer, 

the Fauour of God, in a word, Chriſt and 
his benefites .” And wee muſt vnderſtard 
this, that the body may aſcend and def- 
cend at the fame time, as well as the ſoule 
or affe&ions goe earthward and heanen- 
ward both at once 3 Where- the treaſure 
is, there will be the heart, bee it in heauen 
or incarth : no man hath two hearts, two 

treaſures,the one is but counterfait, if any 
at all. Nowe this couctouſneſſe as an 
arrow ſhot from hell,doth nayle the heart 
to the very ground, that it cannot bee lif- 
ted vpwards, and as a lime-twiy ſet by the 
Divell ſo intanghes the wings of the ſoule, 
that it cannot poſsibly fly vpward toward 
its proper homme. The worldly man is {6 
taken vp 1n courting and wooing his har 


fotry miltreſls, the world 3 which hath 
B taken 


— 
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TY 


. 0 
taken him with her eyelids of gaine, and 
nucigled him with her naked breafts of 
commoditie, that the ſuite for heaven arid 
things thereof,ts altogether negleRed and 
forſaken, T hcretore the ſcripture cals the 
worldling an adulterer , becauſe as the 
whorcmailter leaues a beautitull and wel- 
conditioned wife, to cmbrace a common 
and polluted curtizan, ſo doth hee aban=» 
don God and faluaiion, to ſatis fie hun= * 
ſelte with this moſt deformed and miſha-. 
pen world, And 15 it not the higheſt degree 
of vahappineſlc tobe robbed of ones vn- 
deiſtanding; and be fo farre forth infatue 
ate as toexchange heauen it ſelfc for a few 
ſhillings, yea farthing$;and be more pain- 
t11]l and earneſt to geta little gliſtring file 
ver intothe chelt,than the glorious image 
of leſus Chriſt ioto the (oule?for though 
God doe often caſt theſe outward things 
vpon thoſe that rake no great paines for 
them,and the world fals into the mouthes 
of miny betore they bee aware of it, 
(as welay) yet it is not fo for heaueniy 
things, God never fpilles ſuch treaſures, 
nor parts with them to any without ſuite, | 
without thankes. He muſt call for wiſe- 
comeanddig for vnderſtanding that wiil 
have | 


at Panles (Trofſe. F 
have them, and ſtrive to enter that hopes 
to finde a place in heauen, and mille of 
kis entrance that ſtriveth not. The cafe 
ſtands ſo therefore with thy ſoule, God of= 
fers himfelfe and eternall life vato thee, 
vpon condition of conuement diligence 
in vfing the meanes to get it on thy parts 


' the world (teppes betwixf, drawes thirite 


heart, diverts thy thoughts, cares, defires, 
an other way, and fo cauſeth thee to for- 
feit cuen an cternall kingdome, not for 
want of meanes, but of care and painecs 
to attaine the ſame, Oughtcſk thou not 
as Chriſt bids, to take heede thereof? but 
yet more cull proceedeth from this mai- | 


ſter euill : It expoſeth that heart which Reaſon, 3, 


harbours it; with allowance vnto'all man- 
ner of Joathſome ſinnes and dangerous 
temptations. The Devil) hath the coue- 
tous man alwayes vpon the hip, as wee 
ſpeake; that is,euer at fuch an aduantage, 
that he doubtsnot to giue him the ouer- 
throw in any aſſault. Satan is a'cruell fow- 
Jer, hauing his nets and his call,and every 
thing inreadineſſc,and if once he become 
arquainted with the birds diet, he makes 
no queſtion of his game : yea, he promi- 
ſeth himſclfe to have the poore fowles 
Ba necks 


» WT Os 
Ar ens 
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,necke betwcene his fingers ſpeedily, And 


indeed no hawke 1s better trayned to the 
f(t ofthe cuning fawkner,thanthe world- 
ly man to all the Diucls wayes 3 whatſoe- 
uer {inne he would hane him commit, let 
him but hollow & caſt vpthe lure of com- 
moditie, he ſtoupes preſently and fals vps 
on it. Would he have him hie;promiſe him 
profit z then begins hee to hem and haw, 
and faulter in his ſpeech, and equiuocate, 
and at length proceedes to downeeright 
Iying,and impudent facing out a knowne 
vnt:uth. Would he hauc him pertured,the 
ſame art doth that alſo ; ſhew him com- 
moditie, vſe ſilver perſwaſions, he will af- 
ſay and goe backe, and feare, and ſweat, 
but at laſt hardens himſelfe,and cares not 
to pollute the name of God, with a thou» 
ſand falſhoods, and a thouſand oathes. 
Yea,the Dinel can make ſuch a man wade 
vp to the chinne in a ſtreame of warme 
blood, with the gliſtring ſhewe of gold, 
and cauſe him to leape headlong into the 
bottomleſle and burning pit of hell, with 
the large hope of enriching his eſtate. In 
a word, there is not the rankeſt of all Sa. 
thans poyfons, but hee will greedily de. 
uoure in the ſweet broth of commoditie, 


T hoſe 


O 


at Paules Croſſe. w 

> Thoſe vnonaturall crimes which would 

$84 make the ſoule agaſt, if they came bare- 

' faced, ſend them 1n a guilded vizard, as it 

were in a maske to the couetous mans 

houſe, he will cntertaine them kindely with 

a kiſle,& feares not toimbrace them euen 
in both his armes. 

Thoſe hideous and enormious cuils 

for which hell it ſelfe doth gape ypon the 

* conſcience with an open mouth, are (we 

{ce it with our eyes) euen feareleſly com- 

mitted in hope of aduantage. And there- 

fore the Scripcure cals this finne, not a 

| braunch, but a roote, which it (elfe, hath 

. %» many large, andbig, and fruitfull braun- 

ches, and thatnot of ſome one or two, or 


q few, but of all euill : becauſe there can be 
iy no {inne named fo hatcfull, which profit 
" hath not made the louers of profit, either 
« to commit themſelues,or,which is all one, 
to conſent to in others. The worldling 
d, y. isafit peece of timber for any place in 
\e © Sathans building. This mercenary ſoul- 
th __ diourdothneuer thinke himfelfe too good 
In __ for any ſeruice in all the Diuels camipe, 
51, Þ Where pay and bootic may be gotten. He 
le. |} canmakean Image-worſhipper,and a de= 
tie. | fender of Image-worſhippe, a periyred 


B 3 perſon, 


Reaſon. 
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perſon,a Sabboth-breaker,and a maintai- 
ner of them ihat doe it, a killer of Father 
and mether,a murderer of Kings,a blow- 
er vp of Parliament houſes, a ſtaruer of 


polluted wretch, arobber,a forlworne ac- 


 cuſer, and what net in the higheſt degree 


againſt any commiundement? This finne 
is ike a great bcaſt that makes alarge gap 
for any other beaſt to enter in at after- 
wards. T his i5 the Diucls great Ordinance 
wherewith hee makes ſuch fearefull batte« 
ry vpon the wals of the conſcience, that 
there are many wide breaches for all his 
armie of other lyſts, to giue an irrefiſtable 
aſlau't thereat;vpon the heart and life;and 
ſo to winne the ſame to himſelfe, So that 
whereas God forbids all ſinne in paine of 
damnation,the Diucll may perſwade thee 
if thou be couetous, to any {inne,in hope 
of commoditie, and ſhouldlt not thou ab- 
horre this molt pernicious vice? 

But neyther yet 1s this all. Amanmight 
begio to praftiſe all ſinnes, and yet after 
feeling the bitterneſle of theſe pathes of 
death, returne back into the wayes of bleſ- 
ſednelle; and be ſafe. But this finne is Iike 


the harlot, a deepe and narrow ditch, and 
like 


at Panles (roſe, 
like the wicked woman that Salomon cals 
- more bitter then death, whoſe heart is as 
” nets and ſnares,and her hands as bands to 
= keepea man faſt in the ward and priſon 

- of thediuell. For in the fourth place,who- 

> foeuer is ouer-ruled by this ſinne, cannot 

- tread one of the ſure ſteps rowards hea- 

© uen: ahdin what meaſure this lead is tyed 

to ally mans heeles, he is viterly diſabled 

from climing vp the ladder of bleſſednes, 

- which the Scripture hath framed for vs. 

You know that our Sauiour Chriſt hath 
 ſhewed eight beatitudes, as it were ſo many 
.  ſtaires vp to the throne of heaueny to bee 
- $#* poore in ſpirit, to mourne ſpiritually, to 
4 be meeke, to hunger and thirſt after righs 


YN 
t tcouſnelfe, to be mercifull, to be pure in 
'f * heart, to be a pcace-maker, and to ſuffer 


perſecution for righteouſneſle ſake. Now 


e: the coyetous man cannot lite yp thelegs of 
By his (ſoule to any one of theſe ſtaires, and 

| therefore whileſt hee continues couetous, 
bt ,, there 1s no polsibilite of -his ever com- 
er | ming to God. Poorein ſpirit hee cannot 
of | ! be: For hee is ſo taken vp with teare of 


lef. © Pouertiein purſe, and the ſenſe of the mi- 
ike © fetie which want will bring, that his ſoule 
ind growes altogether ſenſclefſe of the miſery 
like © B 4 into 


i | 
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into which the fall of eAdan and his 
owne ſinnes have caſt him. Spirituall pe 
nury is not felt there, where want and po- 
uertic are (o extreamely pinching. Again, 
hee can never mourne truly for his finnes : 
for cyther carnall ioy) which hee takes 10- 
— by ſceing the encreaſe of his 


" worldly ubſtance (as therich manin the 


Goſpell, when heethought hee had riches 
laid vp in ſtore for many yecres) doth ſo 
tickle and warm his heart, that the {treame 
of tears 15 dryed vp,which ſhould be ſpent 
im bewailing his finnes:or elſe that world- 
ly forrow and vexation (thar ſtinges hun 
vpon the ſenſe of outward crolles, andthe 
diſappointment of his hopes in earthly 
matters) doth turne the ſtreame of weep- 
ing quite another way, that it cannot cone 
tothe waſhing of his ſoule,and purging of 
his conſcience, Then meeke he cannotbe, * 
for heisalwaiespoſleſſedwith one orother | 
palsion of carnall ioy,or griefe,or enuje,or 
the like,which as a ſore or tempeſt on 
the ſeadoth fil him fol of rageand diſtem. 
per. The ſpirit of God hath called him a L 
trouble-houſe, ſaying, hee that is greedy 4 
of gaine troubles his owne houſe,and it is © 
imposible that his heart thould be mecke 
and | 


at Panles (Troſſe, mr 90 
and quiet, when as hee cannot ſiffer his 
houſe ſo to be. Alſo for hungring and 
thirſting after righteouſneſle,it cannot be 
that his appetite ſhould ſtand thatway,for _ 
the dogs-tiunger, and dropfic-thirſt of 
wealth doth ſo gnaw & torment his ſoule, 
that he hath'/no leiſure to long for Chriſt, 
and the imputation or communication of 
his righteouſneſle. So that he may freely 
lap un the filthy puddles of the world, he 
neuer cares for the ſweet and wholeſome 
ſtreames to which Ieſus Chriſt doth in- 
uitc him,and if he may gorge himſelf with 
the foule garbage, of 11] gotten goods, the 
pleaſant and delightfull foode of the ſoule 
15 but vnſavery to him. And like as one 
that bath the greene {1ckneſle, or ſome 0+ 

+ therſuch difeaſc,will leaue the beſt meat, 
> to fcede onfalt, oat-meale, or fome ſuch 
like vawholeſome thing : ſo the pallate 

| and {tomacke of his ſouleis in that mea- 
{urc diſordered, as he will rete& righteouſ- 
neſle it ſelfe, to ſurfet vpon filthy Iucre. 
But as for being merciful}, that ſtands not 

22 in any fort with his profeſsion,ifhe ſhould 
2 ſuffer hjs heart torelent at the miſcries of 


It 15 1 diſtreſſed men, and open his purſe to 
releeue 


ed es. LS 
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releeuethem, that would ſurely leſſen the 
heape of his money, which-hee muſt not 
dare to doe, A peece of money goes from 
him as adrop ot bloud from his heart, with 
ſuch a lively feeling and paine, that he can- 
not be well pleaſed with that whatſocuer, 
whichdrawsit away. Andthetforche hath 
eyther no pittic and mercie,or elſc but by 
ſtarts and fits now and then, which 1s as 
g00das none. Now for puritie of heait, 
how can it bee conceived that hee ſhould 
haue it, whoſe ſoule is as a neſt for the dl. 
© |; vell, or a cage of vncleane birds, in vvhich 
Fs. ſinne and Sathan may fit, and hatch, and 
hurke, and bring vp all their broodes of 
damnable luſts and praQules, if that rhey 
1h] will lay now and then a golden egge or 
two amone, for the ſatisfying of his greedy 
fi ' humour? Hee that hath the roote of all c- 
1 18 will in his heart, cannot have a pure heart. 
l Moreouer for peace making, croſle him 
oa in his penny, and hee will trouble all the 
if world, neyther can hee put vp a wrong *' 
that toucheth himin his commoditie, with» 7; 
out being auenged. All the world can tell 
that couetouſneſle 15 the father, mother, 


nurſe and all, of moſt debates and m_—_ 
or 


at Paules Croſſe, 


for it makes a man ſet againſt every man, 
trom whom he may wreſt any profit,and 
{tand againſt cuery man alſo to whom he 
* ſhouldpay any dues. And for the laſt ſtep 
* of all, which is to ſuffer perſecution for 
IN, rizhteouſneſle lake, this he will neuer do, 
* his goods are his God,&1f it come to thole 
= termes that eyther he muſt leave riches or 
* righteouſneſle, with true religion and the 
© practiſe of it, he loues God well, but his 
2 mony better. Alas, he muſt be borne with, 
7 God giues good words indeed, but a man 


2 cannot live with words:his mony hee can 


= 


| 
1 


d > feele & ſee,that pleaſeth his ſenſe ſo well, 
f _ that he thinkes it folly to part with it, for 
y 7 ſucha matter. And therefore as the young 
Pr | © man in the Goſpel], hee hangs his head in 


ly V; his boſome,and goes his wayes with a ſad 
e& countenance, ſomething fory that he can- 
rt. Fnotpleaſe Chriſt, and keepe his wealth 
1m both, but what ever come of it, hee muſt 


Wkeepe that. The world is his miſtreſſe, and 
She muſt imbrace her,then farewell righte- 
Zouſneſſe and religion. So that now a man 
Invight very truly turne the ſpeeches of our 
Dawour Chriſt againſt the conetous man 
ifes, | $ad fay : Curfcd be the couctous for he is 
for not 


« 2 
'F 


k 
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not poote but proud in {pirit, & therfore 
the kingdome of hell is his: curſed be the 
gouetous, for hee cannot mourne for his 
fins but for his loſſes onely, and therefore 
he ſha] neuer be comforted, Curſed bethe 
couetous,for he is not mecke but froward 
in heart,and therefore he ſhall not inherite | 
the carth which ke ſo much wiſherh. Cur- | 
ſed be the couetous,for hee doth not long, | 
after rightcouſneſſe, but after riches, and 
therefore he ſhall neuer be ſatisfied. Cur- | 
ſed be the couetous, for he is not merciful, * 
but hard-hearted, and therefore hee {hall 
finde no mercy. Curſed be the couctous, 
for he is not a peace-maker but a makes } 


bate, and therefore hee ſhall be called the * 
childe of the Diuell. Curſed be the coue- | 
tous, for he is not pure but falthy in heart, * 
and therfore he ſhall neuer ſee God. Cur- | 
ſed be the couctous, for hee cannot ſuffer ': 
the loſſe of his wealth for rizhteouſneſle ©: 
ſake, and therefore the kingdome of hell yy 
3s his. Muſt you not then needs yeeld bre: " 
thren, that this 1s a fin much to be ſhun- 
ned, which doth annihilate the ſaving | 
power of the word of God, ſteale away 
the heart from the loue of heauen, & the 
thing: 


at Paules Croſſe, w 
things of God:force the heirt to the har- 
boring of the moſt foule temptations,and 
* hinder the heart from atfayning any part 
= of blcſſednefle, yea plunge it into ſucha 
* multitude of curſes ? Ky 
® Secing thenit is apparant that this vice 


1G 


d 
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te P 1s moſt enormious, and pernicious to the 
ur- ® ſoule, let vs make ſome vſe of this point 


ng 2 to our conſciences, Firſt then ypon this 
nd © ground we may ſafcly build an cxhorta. 
ur- Prion to all and every of you, thatyou doe 
ful, *earch your owne hearts and lines,to find 
hall bow farre this filthy finne hath found en- 
Dus, _tertainement there, when Tefus Chriſt 
ake- goth ſopreciſely forbid an ewill, no Chri- 
| the | ftian can deny, knowing his nature to bee 
oue- \ inclinable to all euill, that it bchooveth 
eart, © from ſuch exhortation, to take occaſion 
Cur- | of examining himſelfe, how farre foorth 
ſuffer he hath offended or doth offend in that 
ſneſle kind, Chriſt would not giue warning of 
f hell gaifault ro his ſeruants, if they were not al- 
d bre: 'IÞ ſubiett to it, and ifwe be ſubie& to it, 
{hun- "What can we doe leſſe than looketo it, if 
ſauing Wbe breeding in vs yea or no? So then, 
away Wing you haue heard and perceived the 
 & the Weneſle of this finne,] beſcech you every 
thing 3 one 
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- another , but {0 con{t- 


one not cerfur 
e heart and life, and tO ob» 3 


Ih ic 

i. | (crue diligently if he haue not been I! the 
| hed with the ſame, | 

with it,wbich | 

- i is {Oo Mun the more necde- þ- 

the practiſe of mo 


When any 
4 to bee dangero"?: 


we labour iO polt off thole ſpeecnes to aN* | 
c the eyes of Our 


- which might haue beenc 
; wee ſeeke 3 f 


Luſged at home 
ſuch 2 lefſon vP9"\, 


| - to caſt nt vp any man, , 
V} than | lnes. Weeare 190 
* x! tul\ ofcuriefic at | 

| When ſuch a Jiſh as this 15 ſet before V5, 


ng trencher , 
o himſelfe, becauſetha 


noting 
beſcecs you Bret 
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ſo with you in this point. Doe not ſay,(as 
it isan hundred to one that divers of your 

” hearts have bcen bulied in ſaying.) If co- 
ic, © uctoulneſle be ſuch a finne, how ſhall ſuch 
ch © a manand ſuch and ſuch a man doe, for 
le» 7 allthe world knowes them to bce coue- 
oft 33 tous ? Nay, heare not ſo idlely, the Lord 
me © fpaketo thee, and intended the exhorta- 

7 tionto thy ſoule, and would haue thee ſay 
to thine owne {elfe, Is couetouſneſle fo 


ous, vile a fin, how careful! ſhould I be to finde 
ans It, and drive it out of mine heart, and my 
* our © converſation? Doenot Iprattifeit,do not 
eenc » I live jn 1t ? let me looke narrowly, for as 


ke a © © it is dangerous, fo it is craftie, and will not 
,por,, appeare in it owne name, but (likea tray 
tour that hath eſcaped out of priſon) will 

-etoo - IMiſcall and diguiſe it ſelfe,and rake twenty 
quets. titles, and names, rather than that where- 
Tre vs, Withit ſhould be called. Men are willing 
iſcom- | #0 coake their” fins,8 to ſhift their hands 
erally got ſeeming to be naught,not being ſo, And 
as whentheplagueis rife, every man de- 
Wres,though it be in his houſe, yet to keep 
though Bt cloſc,and lay 1t 15 any other diſeaſe, be- 
reſt. auſe1t will be ſome hindrance to be ſhut 
not bs FP forit:So for this diſcaſe of filthy Jucre, 
l which 
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which as an infeftious peſtilence bath 
ſpread it ſelfc over the world, into all C1- 

_ ries, tovw-nes, and villages, (carce any will be 
knowne 10 be diſealed with it fearing the 
diſzraceratherthenthedanger.Soniewold 
confine couetoulneſſe to rich mens houſes 

$. onely,as if it were not poſsible to be earth- 
ly minded, vnleſle a man had niuch earth 

19 pollc{s1o0n . But theſe 1men are excee- 

 dingly deceivedabdut the nzture of this e. 
will, as thermſelues might well percemic had | 
they but conſulted with the wiſe man,that 

ſaith, The ſluggard luſtith and hath no: bing. 

A man may haue a {trong Juſt to wealth, 

albeithe have none of it.yea,though he be 

frozen vp ir the cold dregs of rdlenes, & | 
lazineſle,ſo that he wall not adventure to 
ſet his foote vpon the cold ground for it, | 

Nay,fuch men are molt deſperately coue- | 

tous, for becauſc their ſloth ſerues them f 

> not to take the ordinary paines for getting ©; 
it,therefore their luſts drives them to hunt þ 
| and ſeeke for it,in the ſecret and vnbeaten | 
ow of couſonage and villany. I-would || 
to God there were not a'great number of | 
N ſuch lothfull luſters known in the world, | 
\\ haps alſo preſcnt'in this place, whoſz! 
Hop PS a1to Pretg (11S PIACE, 
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onetouſieſle is/no lefſe then other mens, 
t it is ovter-borre by ſome other] Juſt 


'y 


H hat is more then quarter maiſtcr with tt, 
be or this you muſt know, that this vice 
he ay be after a diners manner in ciuers 
od 1en; in ſorhe it 15 the chicke Lord and 04 


Iſcs pcraigne, bearing rble and commannditg 
the Mor it ſelfe; in others it rules as an vnder 

th E#cer to another luſt,and is as 1 may ſay, 

ee- Mithe purueyer, or taker for idlenefle,atnbi- 

IS C- Ftion,or prodigalitic. Sometimes It is whole 

had PZ miiſter, ſometimes halfe, ſometimes quare 
that © "ter maiſter with theſe fins before named; 

mg. * fomtimes as feruant to all or ſome of them, 


—— 


- 


Ith, For though theſe {innes cannot well agree * 
c be /Z*among themſelues, yet they can all agree > 
, & | wellenough againſt godlinefle and pietic of 


eto , of life, Some ſcrape to keepe and looke 
r1t, © vpon itzſome ſcrape to ſcatter & miſpend 
oue- | It;the one of theſe is as violent in his cour» j 
hem * fes, as the other, and this finne is as hurt "J 
ting © full, yea, and more hurtfall eo the parties , 
hunt We ſelfe,to the Church and Common weale, | 
aten £# when it is kept as a tetainer to an other ſin, */ 
ould # than if he had the chicfe-dome and Lord, , / 


er of 4 ſhip it ſelfe. Let not the prodigall, let not. 


£# zoos xp 
orld, FF the ambitions, Jet not the fluggard fay, / | » 


hoſ: % | C that 
,ouc-3 | 


; 
% 4 


that hee 18 not couetous. | dare be bold 1: 
affirime,that 1t he had the grace and wiſe 
dome to ſearch into him(cltc, hee ſhoyl; 
finde this wicked vice as great a doet 1; 
his ſoule 1awardly,and in his carriage out. 
wardly,asin theirs, hom with great ſcorn 

he diſgraces by the name of abfolut, 
chuttcs,and meere milſers:Send therefor, 

I pray you brethren, each man his own 

moſt {erious con{1derations, as it wet 
ſearchers into his heart and life,(and tak 

an oath of them, to deale truly,and vnpar 

tially) to ſee and obſerve, whether or nc 

he haue the infe&ion of this peſtilent ſick 

neſſe, which alſo the words of Chriſt do 

import, for hee ſaith, /ooke and ward you 

ſeluzs againſt Conctouſneſſe : as intimating 

that there is no eſcaping it,if wee doe no 

looke to it. Now to the intent you ma: 

not be deceiued through errour in thi 

ſearch,I wil ſtand ayvhileto giue you ſom 
dire&ions, which-by following,you ſhal 

be ſure not to miſtake in examining an; 

mdging our ſelues as concerning this mat 

What co. Ir. T'o this end it ſhall be needefull fo 
| - tcroutnfle Me to declare vnto you both; Firſt, Yh, 
Rl \ bs, couetonſneſſe ; And ſecondly,What be th 


mark, 


2 bold t; 
nd wiſe 
C {houl, 
doer 1; 
dZC Out. 


at ſcor; 


abfolut, 
1Cerefor; 


15 OWN: 
It wet, 
nd take 
VnNPar. 


[ OC no, 


nt {icl. 
11t dog 
rd Your 
nating, 
oe not 
u may 
in this 
1 ſome 
u ſhall 
Tg and 


$ mare | 


ull for 
What 


markes 


m marks and tokens of 
®;r ſhall be caſte for him thar1s not wilfully 


Zblinde, to paſſe an vpright {cfhtence of 
; himſclfe. 


es { rojſe. | 
it:which being known, 


' Firſt,therefore to ſhew what conetoul - 
"eſſe is: Itis the dropſic of the minde, an 

| horſe-leach humour after wealth, which 
© evermore cryes give, gue. It is that that 
* makesthe heart as a graue for money,or a 
* denouring ſepulchre, or a hell for goods, 
that will not be ſatisfied though you calt 
* very much into it. In few and plain terms, 
It is thedeſire of hauing more than what a 
'man hath already,that being ſufficient for 
neceſſary maintenance. If the Lord bath 

| beſtowed vpon any man meanes enough 
to feede himlelfe, and thoſe that belong to 
him, with foode wholeſome & competent, 
though perhaps ſomewhat courſe, as alſo 
tocloath himſelſe and his, with warme 
clothing, though neyther of the fineſt not 
in the faſhion, if his defares doe not here 


ſay themſelues,but ſtill cry more, more, 
this man is couetous,this ſinne 1s couetoul- 


- neſſe, He that would haue more then hee 


; Z hath,hauing that which will ſuffice for his 
be the 1 


honeſt maintenance, though not in ſuch 
a 237 
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gay & frolike manner as his fleſh defireth, 
thiz 15 the couetous man, and {o the word 

that is vſed by Chriſt Genifies, UZ, an ha 
uing diſpoſition : : when a 12 man fo longeth 
for more then he hath, that he is (illrea- 
dy to take, (which cannot but folleww)more 
then he ſhould haue. For couctouſneſle & 
trite COntentment, are one oppoſite to the 
other,as night and day, white and blacke, 
and therefore we may well know what cos 
uetoulneſle 1s, by the contrarictie which it 
hath with true contentment. Now the A- 
poſtle doth deſcribe trve cortentment in 


1 'Tim,s.6 theſe tearmes,laying, If wee hane food and 


conerms, let vs be ſefficed or ſanified with 
theſe,that is,Ict vs count that even ſuffici- 
ent. Theſe be the bounds which the Holy 
ghoſt hath made to hem and keepe in the 
vnruly delires of men in reſpet of out- 
ward things,as it were wilde Bucks within 
a pale or parke. Now if the wiſhes will not 
be ranged within theſcliſts and limits, but 
breake through them, or leape over them, 

to hnde a Jareer walke,it cannot be deni- 


Z 
ed that the finne of nirolTs : 1s COMe 


mitted. For the deſire that is inordinate is 


this, that Chriſt forbids, and it is then 
N= 


4 &# | | 


at Paules Croſſe. 

| inordinate when it exceeds the rule,order, Heb.13.5. 

y ” andprecindts that God hath ſet and ap- 
pointed for it, which are,to thinke the pre- 

* ſent things enough (and ſtop themſclues 
from ſtraying any further)when they will 
afford meat,drinke and cloth,ſufficient to 
content nature,in it moderate vic to keepe 
ones ſelfe out of debt, andſo bring him 

' well to heauen, his journeis end,as it were 
cnowgh money to beare his charges in his 
trauaile towards God, Now if any man 
obict againſt this and ſay, if couctouſnes 
be that which you haue deſcribed it to be, 
where will you find a man that hath it not, 
where can one be brought quite free from 

it 2 To this queſtion I] muſt anſwere. No 
where, not vnder heaven, not within the 
compatle of the whole earth, for this fin 
as well as other is bred in our nature,and 
cleaues as faſt to the ſoule of every ſonne 
of 44am.as his skin to his fleſh. Why? but 
may ſome man further obicR, 13 every 
man then ſubic to thoſe enormious ef 

> f-As andiudcous curſes,which you before 
* ſhewedto follow vpon couetouſneſfe 2 I 
' an{were,in no ſort, but alone thoſe men in 
whom this finne is ſuffered to be with 
C 3 allowance 
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allowance,is yeelded to, and followed. In 
lome men as I ſhewed you before, this 
vices as a {oucraign Lordzin others it rules 
vnder ambition, and prodigalitic, in both 
theſe, al] the bad effeRs named before, wi] 
certainly follow, all the curſes denounced 
arc to both theſe ſorts of men certainely 
due. In other ſome it is as an vnwelcome 
gueſt chat intrudes himſelfe,it 1s like a bad 
tenant that is often warned co goe out, and 
will take no warning, it is not ſuffred to 
have commaund, but it is ſtriven againſt, 
reſiſted, complained off, and hath many 
a ſupplication put vp,and many a ſuit com- 
menced agamlt it, in the court of heaven, 
for v{urping 1n an other mans right. To 
ſuch it 15 exceeding cumberſome & tedi- 
ous, and doth them meruailous much an= 
noyance, but yet it can neither produce 
thoſe vile effects, nor bring inthoſe hor- 
rible curſes. In a word, ſome haue it, and 
doe beware and take heed of it,as a diſeaſe 
that is applyed with medicines. Theſe it 
moleſts,but kils not. Others have it, and 
neuer ſuſpe, feare, nor take heed of it,as 
a diſeafe that a man careleſly lets go with» 
out medicining : to theſe it is not ſo toyle- 

{ome 
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at Paules ( roſſe. 2s 
d. In fome, but more dangerous; for it ſlayes 


this yheir ſoule, by bringing forth thoſe bad 
rules its before named. And thusas plainly 
ooth a I could, I have ſhewed you what coucs 


,wil touſneſſe is in the very nature of 1t, conſt- 
iced gered without reſpet of the degrees 
ely thereof. 

"Mme > Now I come to ſhew you the markes T1. gones 
bad and tokens of it, which was the ſecond of it. P 
and thing I promiſed, to the end men might 
to {Kknowe themſelues, by which a man may 
iſt, Alfoſee in what meaſure or degree this {in 
ny Fin him} for if theſe things be found in 
m- {his life, rarely and ſeldome, then coue- 
en, touſneſle hath ſome ſecret and vnknowne 
To allowance, through the deccitfulneſle of 
dis his heart 3 butit 1s not wittingly and wil- 
n- Fully maintained : if they doe appeare of- 
ce ten and ordinarily, then couctouſnes rules 
r= there, and is by him fauoured,loued,yeel- 
1d | ded vnto, and obeyed ; it is Lord of his 
ſe  fſoule, though perhaps he be fotull of hy=- 
it -_ pocrifie asnot to ſee or confelſe it, And 
d _ indeed it is a thing very needefull to ſhew 
is ,» theſe ſignes plainely , becauſe when out 


» > of oureuill will we cenſureother men, we 
= = call them extreamly couetous, vpon theſe 
© C 4 grounds 
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erounds which will beare no fuch accu. 


{ationor ation. As namely, if they bee 


painfyil in their callings,if they haue more 
dealings in the world than our fſelues, if 
they will not give at what time we would 
hate them, or ſuch like, But when in our 
fond ſelfe-loue wee are to ſpeake of our 
ſelues, wee will not darc to conclude, wee 
are very couctous, no not vpon the ſ{oun- 
deſt grounds and Careſt proofcs. 


To returne therfore to the point, T here 


be 4. ſure and infallible f12ns and marks of 


this vice, which do as certainly proue 1t to 


bc in the ſoule,as the yelowhaire in the law, 


d:d the leprofie,and as the carbuncle doth 
the plague. T he firſt of theſe is carking & 
caring,which is a note moſt eafily ſeen and 
* felt in men of lower place; for as ſome dif- 


eaſcs haue their divers ſ1gns,n diuers con- | 


{ttutions,fo have alſa fins in divers condi. 
tions and eſtates, divers marks to knowe 
them by. New this carking 1s for men of |: 
meanereſtate,principally to try themſelus 


by. He that doth gricuc & moleſt himſelfe | 


for the feare of want and miſery to come 


hereafter (for that 1s a proper deſcription | 


af carking,it 15 ſorrow conceived vpon the 


doubt 
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cus # goubt and ſuſpition of that need that may 
*come)the man 1 ay,that doth ſo vexe and 
= trouble aimfelfe, is in that degree coue= 
Z tous that thus gricued. For the affeions 
” of our heart,are in their {euerall working 
: ſo joyned and linked together, that the 
| working of ſome will not appeare, but 
= ypon the precedent working of other. 
© No man can inordinately ſorrow for feare 
> of wanting that in the future time, which 
* hee doeth not inordinately deſire for the 
| preſent time, And for this cauſe our Saut- 
- our Chriſt, where he intends to ouerthrow 


bee 


at Parles (rofſe. - T 


couetouſneſſe, both in this Chapter, in 
the ſequell of his ſpeech,as alſoin Iat.6. 
fals vpon the matter of carking,and dwels 
much vpon that, ſaying * Care not what 


you ſhall eate,what you ſhal arinke,and what ,, _. 
you ſhal put 0x: and aftercare not for to more , , 


row, bringing alſo many reaſons to that 
purpoſe, as wel ſceing,that this fin and co- 
uctouſnes doe alwayes goc hand in hand, 
in the poorer fort chiefely,and ſometimes 
alſo in the wealthy : and that thoſe argu- 
ments which are of force to beat down the 
one,are alſo fit & able to ſubdue the other 
too. And therefore alſo in the Parable, 

hee 
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hee calleth couetouſnes by the very name "4 


of the cares of this world : becauſe where. 
ſoeucr itis ſtrong, there it doth encum« 
ber the heart, and peſter it vp with a 
throng and multitude of moſt noyſome 
carkings. 


So then, if any man doe find himſelfe 


to ſtand ſo diſpoſed in minde,that hauing 
enough for the preſent time, yet he doth 
eat vÞ his heart, breake his ſleepe,diſquiet 
himſelfe, and turne into gaule, that com- 
fort which he might haue in his life, by this 


ynprofitable and ouer-reaching thought 


fulneſſe : Ah how ſhall I doe if a deere ,_ 


yeere come? how, if I haue ſo many chil- 
dren ? how if I live till I beſo old, or till I 


belame or blind? ſure I ſhall ſpend all, I | | 


ſhall conſumeal!, I ſhall be vndone, I ſhall 


dic a beggar,and come to great want and 


extremitie, and ſuch like terrible dreames: 


if any man I ſay ſtand thus affeted, theſe 


things doe moſt rankly ſauour of coue- 
touſneſle : this vice playes the Lord and 
Tyrant in that mans foule, when he that 
15 not aſſured of life till to morrow, nay, 
that ought to be ready to depart this life 


before to morrow,wil thus turmoile him- 
ſclfe 


i | 
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me "tec with fruitleſle and vnprofitable feare 
Ie Shout that which his dreaming conceit tels 
Ws him may befall, many a day, nay, many a 
a : year after(ſo not ſuffring himſelf to befree 


rom a burthen,when he may, becauſe hee 
Fares he ſhall not be free when he would) 
te * man is moſt notoriouſly and vio- 
NJ tently couctous, and ſo mnſt knowe 
th  himſelfe to bee, whether hee bee rich or 
poore. | 
* A ſeccond note of couetouſneſſe,is nig- 
15 gardice, which 1s the fau!t which Salomon 
points out, when he ſaith; hee that ſpareth 
\More then 1s fit. When .a man is ſo over- 
= _Charyothis wealth that hee cannot ſuffer 
I a graine to be diminiſhed from the heape 
I | hereof with any willingneſſe,nonot then, 
1 when good;jiuſt,and reaſonable cauſes doe 
1 _ require expence, when hee keepes his 
wealth to feed his eye, and ſaues his money 
> to looke vpon,this is a fit thatproceedeth 
from the deſiring of earthly things ouer- 
| _*much,and doth plainly declare an exceſſe 
| —Fof that humour, This tbe wiſe man ſets 
out, when he faith; There is an enil! /eene 
F- vnder the Sunne, a man to whom God hath 
* einen riches and treaſures, bat hee hath not 
| the 
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the power to cate thereof, T his neereneſſ: x 
Hi & immoderate ſauing.ſhewes that a man; ® 
.| M7 ſou,c hath the dropſie, and that not alon, * 
Wy ' ___ Whenitgrows to ſuch extremitie, as a man \ 
| will pinch and depriue his owne perſon, 
and his wife,children,and ſervants of thok; 
comforts and benefits that hee might en. 
10y, but euen then alſo, when a man i 
F, pinching towards the poore,and {o cloſe 
E iſt | filted, that hee will not part with a part 
dt | his ſubſtance for the reliefe of tho 
4 which are in neede and neceſsitic,by him 
$1 (which 1s indeede the true end, why God 
h o1Uues to one man more abundance, to an 
6 |: other Jeſſe) euen this hardneſle, I ay, to 
I the poore and needy, doth prooue a mat 
F to be very dangerouſly couetous, though 
14s hee doe neuer fo liberally, yea, and per- 
138 haps over-hiberally beſtow vpon him- 
q ſcIfe;of which we haue a cleare proofe in 
the words of the Apoſtle,that ſaithz /ho- 

x.Toh.3.17 ſoewer hach this worlds goods, and ſeeth hi, 
brother want ,and ſhutteth up his compaſſion © 

| from him, how awelleth the lowe of God i. © 

| him ? T hat man, you ſee, that is ſo much © 
ll | given to holde and keepe, as when God} 
| | calleth for it to relecue the diſtreſſed * 


F 


| 
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omming as it were fo borrow in and by 
them)he will ay him nay, and turne bim 
Way cmptie,or poorely ſerued,theloue of 
od doth not dwell in that man, whatſoe- 
er ſhew he may makcand therefore con- 
" ſequentiy the Joue of this world hath taken 
7Þ the holt of his heart, I doe not meane, 


neſle 
man; 
alons 


t en. IT 
Lan 1! ( yther doth the Apoſtle)that he which 
loſs. $5 not to every vagrant rogue, or idle 


S eoger which comes to his doore,or meets 


Ay 


um in the way, may preſently be termed 
mlouing,and couetous: Nay there be two 
drts of poorez Gods poore, whom his 
land croſsing them any way, hath brought 
go want, though they be laborious, and 
thriftic:and the diuels poore, yvpon whom 
their owne idleneſle, riote, and finnefull 
> &r. Courſes haue forced necelsitie : now for 
. thicle laſt, vnleſle they will ſettle them= 
ſelucs to labour, and live honeſtly, they 
hol ſhould be relieved with puniſhment and 
yy correftion, and helped out of their line; 
Ton maintained in it, by abuſive mercy, or 
/ ;, Father fooliſh pittic : but the former 
;, Jort of men, are thoſe whoſe caſe wee 
od | $ ould pittic and tender, as our owne, 
7.4 And therefore both open our hearts in 

&  COM- 
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compaſczon, and our purſes according i 
our power in liberaline, to ſuccour ang | 
helpe them, Gods poore muſt have Gol | 
almes, and for ney that in ſuch cal © 
can goe ſlincking, and trudging away,ns * 
extending their charitable contributio; | 
to the retreſhing of their bowels, & con 
torting their hearts that are preſſed wil 
want, they mult either giue the Apoſll': 
the lie, or confeclle, that the loue of th: * 
world hath choked the loue of God, and * 
their neighbour,in them; yea when ſocuc 
any needfull thing doth requirevs to be; 
at ſome colt and expence, either for th 
maintenance of Gods worſhip, or of thy * 
common good,as in publike ſeruices,pay : 
ments, and the hke,but chiefly for work * 
of mercy, theato mutter and grudge, ant 
murmer and pinch,and hang backe, anc 
complaine is a certaine ſizne of an hear 
greedily diſpoſed towards earthly things: 
he that thinkes himſelfe ouercharged by | 
ſuch expences, is certaine]y ona wet 
with worldlineſſe, As he 1s prodigall tha” L. 
ipends when the Diuell and his Juſts cal, J 
for 1t,fo heis couetous, that ſpares whit i 
God and good vies call for it. } 
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Aure that he hath'caſt his eyes vpon that 
which 1s nothing, that is, (ct his deſires 0- 


2pcr-{trongly vpon thoſe outward vanities 
hat have no true ſubltance in them. If any 
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nd: man forget the rule of the Apoſtle Pal, i Cor.7 
Je; bat bids vs vie this world as 1f wee vcd it | 31, 
\h« Þot:and fall to ſuch immoderatenes in his 
- 1, "dcalings,as it he had never heard of a bet= 
£1." Jer world to prepare for :it is an vnqueſti- 
- | Cable truth that hee deſires the tings of 
5; this world more then he ſhould doe. Now 
-an; hen any mans bulinefle is over-plentifull 
_ and excefcue,when the multitude-thereof 
ear doth hinder him from the carefull & con- 
o; Itant performing of all or any of the good 
+» duties appointed by God, for the ſaluati- 
646 0N of his owne,or his families ſoules. For 
x 66 the Lord hath compoled man of two 
cali Parts, the one a body which is fading and 
co. Fmortall, to live here for a few dayes, ard 
| then yeeld to the ſtroke of death, and of - 


Uri: 


Z The third note of couetouſneſle,is to z. Too 


_ 
_ 
= . 
o . 


T3. 
LL 
Fo 


» : F P 
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10g a mans ſelfe with tog'much outward much buſ- 
*þufineſle, and to proſecitte theſe earthly 2 —_ 
affaires over eagerly. Whena man fals in» 
to that ſinne which . Salomon forbids ſay- Pro.23. 4. 

Ang, Toyle not thy ſelfe to be rich: then it is 


COIs 


» W bAteltes }) er 078 


corruption : the other aſoule —_— 1 
\ ſpirnuall,mortall, which cannot die,nor ©? 
ſuffer corruption. 'And the Lords will is, {® 
that a tan iming here in the body, ſhould {, ul 
make all carefull,wife,and godly pr -ouifion | 6 
for his ſoule,that that depar ting, hence out {# 
of the body,may not be caſt into the tor- 
* © ments of eternall vengeance (which are 
© © prepared for ſuch as mn this life vſc not all TF 
good diligence to eſcape them) but may 
rather enioy its portion 4n that euerlaſting F2 
and ynſpeakable bli([e, which 1s alſo made 7 
ready for all them that doc conſtantly ard © oh, 
with honeſt hearts vſc the meanes to at-! bs, 
taine the ſame. And the meanes of attain- Y ; 
ng this happines, are faith & repentance, 
| and the coniunual encreaſe of theſe graces, 
* by praying,reading,and meditating i in the 3 
word, and good conference daily, as alſo ] 

q hearing the word preached when occaſion | "ap 
>, 3s offered, and ſanifying vnto the Lord © 
tor thele vles cucry ſeauenth day. For the © 


L 4 former of theſe,are to the ſoule of him that & 
®-» hatha true living ſoule,as I may fo tearme | 3 


p, O G ehem,daily repalts and meales wherewith | 
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»», his inward man is ſtrengthened and re- 


-\S | frelhed,growing daily from grace to grace: Þ 
S the| 
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no 
IT W *Þ&h,is as I may ſay,a ſolemne feaſt day; 
ld I; a great banquet for the foule, wherein 
[on | 'F bodily labours fo furre as mercy _— ; 
out i ic and comelinelle will permur, being (ec & 
or. FFapart,the foule ſhould bauelibertic aha s. 
are Wore then ordinary manner,to ſolace and | 
t al} ©&del1ght it ſelfe 1n\God,and feede vpon les A. 
nay " ſus Chr 1[t,in the word and Sacraments, & .* 
ing FZother holy exerciſcs, that it may grow fat &- 
ade © well liking in all graces, and chiefely Faith DW 
and Ho * and repentance, the two principal eraces 
at. Now theſe being the meanes of Gods 
in-$ - owne ordaining to atiaine ſound grace 

© here, and glory hereafter, dayly to pray, 
ws. * © read, and meditate, and cunkuve of good 
the = things, & weekly to ſanife the Sabboth, 
Il z hee that doth fo ſurcharge humſelfe or his 
on | family with outward buſines, that he hath 
"rd © notleifuredaily to performe the daily du- 
he © ties, and weekly,that weekly dutic 4 ſuch +» 
"1. conſcionable fort as God doth require at 
me © his hand, for a purpoſe fo profitable and 
ith = 


at Pantes (roſſe. 3+ 


Mic latter, thatis, = celebration ofthe ſab- 


moſt excellent, cannot denie that he loues® 
the world too muchzbeing that he ſeeketh 
not,as Chriſt commands 3 frſt, the king- 
doine of heauen, but firſt the worthleſlp 
D things 
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things that this earth can afford, and fea 
ving that which is the true and proper end 
of bis being herezthat 1s, to get grace and 
ſaluation, employ es hieGltc too much a- 
bout that which was but aſecondary «nd, 
and to be done onely by the way, ſo farre 
as might be helpfull to the former and n0 
further. Euery man will yceld that hee de- 
fires carthly things inordioatcl which de- 
fires them more than eternall life:and. it 1s | 
as certaine, that he rather wiſheth wealth 
then eternal} life, which ſuffers the meanes 
of attaining that, to ſhoulder out and cx- 
clude quite, or elle drive into a very narrow 
corner, & ſmall roome, the means of attai- | 
ning this: for the deſires rulethe ations, 
and that a ran longeth moſt for, whack | 
hee moſt labours "ol As he that (uffers 
hawkes, hounds,and vain,though in them. 
ſclues lawful] paſtimes, fo to devour his 
tme,that he =_ little or no leiſure for the 
perfor ming of the fore-mentioned religi- 
ous duticszis conuicted before all vnparti- 
all Iudges to be a louer of pleaſure more 
than a touer of God: So hee that ſuffers 
buying,ſelling, bargaining, reckoning, tra- 


uailing ,and any ſuck bufineſle lawfull init | 
lelfe, 


"EF at Parnles 's roſſe, 44 s 
[ca- , -Ife, but vnlawfull in the immoderate vic 
en of 1t,to rob him of leifuce for the fame ex- 
and erciſes, uſt needs be concerned to Joe 
I a- wealth morethan God, by the verdi of 
0d, any man that will ſpeake the:truth,accore 
arre ding to [11s conFience:and therefore bee 1t 
180  Fnoted as a ſure rule, that every Man 15 1N 
dee "that meaſure covetcus, that jouer-Worke= 
de Ffome and laborious about worldly things, 
Is Zand in that meaſure otier-laborious,that he 
th "offers rhe plenty of theſe things to with- 
nes * draw him from the conſcionable,conſtant, 
CX = and holy performing of better things, ten* 


ow ding moredire&ly toabciter life. Now fol- 4.Vniu- 
tal-  fows the laſt note of couetouſnes,and that ftice of 
ns, 1s vniuſtice, or the vſing of intwurious and Which. 


ich - © jndire& meanes to get wealth, For muſt it 
ers not needes be yeelded, that hee defireth 
M. wealth too much, which will dig to hel], & 
his fill downe to the diuel] for 1? And what 
the elſe is it, but a falling downe to the Diuell 
21- \_ forit, when a man doth put the regard of 
t!- > obedience to God,of charitic to his neigh. 
Te > bour,of honeſtie in himſcife, behinde the 
ers 7 reſped of enriching his eſtatezto al which 
a- | things,doth he not manifeſtly prefer mo- 
1it 7 ny that wildo wrong to winit?God forbids 
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wrong, charitie, honeſtie,and every mar . 
conlcience forbids it,onely the Tivelland * 
Jucre commaund it : Is hee not worthy to * 
be called a moneysſlave,and a ſ[laue to the 
diuel,that wil dilubey all theſe,to ferue the 
defire of being rich, for is not eucry man 
his ſeruant to whom he doth obey 2 And: 
doth he not obey lucre abicRly, that will 
rebell againſt the moſt high Lord,and the 
canſcience his officer for theſe things ſake? 
1Ingene= Sotheneuery man is ſo farre forth co. 
rall, uetous as vniuſt in his dealings. Now all 
thoſe praQtiſes are vniuſt and vnequal|, 
which be not conformable to two generall. 
rules ſet downe 1n Scripture,that by them 
we might ſquare outal our particular afti- 
ons. T he farſt is,to do to euery man as we 
would haue him do vnto vs. Not as we out 
of our diſordered & diſtempercd paſsions 
ſ.-mtme be content to hauc another deale 
with vs, ſo we may deale with them; but | 
*22+ what in the true {cntence of our iudge- 
ment, grounded vpon due and deliberate 
conſideration of the things we would ap- 
proue of bcing done to vs,that wee muſt 
doc to our neighbours : ſo that wharſo- 
- Euer thing a man would condemne in his 
wudge= 


" I "7 


Mat.y 


hy to 
0 the 
e the 
man 


And 


mar; Wndgement,not in his paſsions, being offes 


lland © 
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&+to himſelfe, that is wrong and 1njqui= 
tic, if he offerit to another, 


> The ſecond rule is, to /erne each other Gal.g.13. 
In loxe : for loue ſeckes not it owne thinges ; 1Cor.1z.6 


meaning only without regard of another, 
but doth ſo equally and indifferently CON» 
Hder another with 1t ſcIfe, that it would 


b hxed vpon bs 61 owne = he 
cannot looke vpon another man with any 
even regard of him 3 this man in all ſuch 
dealings walkes iniurtoully , becauſe vie 
charitably,and ſhalbe condemned(though 
not by the {tri law of humane 1ultice, yet 
by 4 perfe& rule of Chriſtian charitic) 


for a wrong doer, And by theſe 2. rules 
wiſely applyed to each ſeucrall ation, it 
; wilbeealie to ſpie out vniuſtice, though it 


hide it ſelfe vader never (o faire and COa 


lourable pretexts. But wee ſhall not haug / 
> ſufficiently prelled this fore,if wee deale 


$ with it alone in ſuch venerall termes, 


2 whereforeit is our purpoſe to ſpeak more 


$ Particularly thereof, and leauing theſe 
D 3 practiſes 


— 
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—_ l 


J '9 4t- M1. Whatelies Sermon 


þ 2.Tnparti . practiſes that are of all men condemned | by 
cular of 35 odious and vile, and praftifed alone by 
 ſuchvniu- the vilelt men in corners andin darknell; 7 

\'} Rticeasis ((uchas are ſtealing,robbing,forgerie, and i 
| found. all manner of couſonare, ſo termed :) we 

will (peak of thoſe which haue been pra- 3 

Auſed in the world vſually, with more ap. 7 

plauſe and in the Sun.tſhinez yea and fome 
| of them perhaps alſo defended, as if they 

q. did not de{crue the cenſure of vniullice. 

And becauſe the things be many wherof 

we mult ſpeake, we will ranke them into 

certaine heads, according to the natureot 7 

the ſubte&s 113 whom they be moſt often 3 

found,for the re!1efte of our one and your Þ 

memories.goine wrongtull RT theres 

fore arc found in winiſtets of wlitice, ſome: 

in miniſters of the Goſpel, ſome jn trade. * 

men, ſome in landlords, ſome in all men © 

without reſpect of their ſeuerall callings;z 
of all which, we wall ſpeake ſomewhat in 
order, and briefly to the intent that by 
them,cuery man may (as we hope, cuery | 

Chriſtian man profeſsing religion will) 

ſearch himſcife to the quicke, and vnpar= | 

tally, Firſt then, for miniſters of Inſtice, | 

(by which name 7 terme all thofe that 4 


hauc 


"<4 


S 
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nned | 7 haue any thing to doe in the adminiſtrati- Miniſters” © 
ic by F og of publique equitie ) in them vnlefle of iniuſtice 


nefle 7 they be caretull, there will be found very 
and often three notorious points of wrong 
) we | through the deſire of gaine. There firſt 1s 
bi r. Taking 
pra- 'Þ briberte, or the recciuing of gifts, though avift, 
ap. 27 it be from the Innocent, to Roe hearing * 
>me 2 and iuſtice, For a bribe, is any gitt eaken 
ney *# by him that hath to deale in matters of 


* iuſtice, of thoſe which are to come ynder 

his cenſure, whether for matters penall or 

= capirall, whether they be offenders, or not 

* offenders. Wthereforn the holy Ghoſt 

hath flatly forbidden to them he recet- Exod.2g.8 
uing of any gift at all : and in more then 

oge or two places, hath cryed out againſt 

thoſe that loue gifts, and take gifts A giftof 

this kind 1s a thing of very 1ll name and 

note in the writing ; of the Spirit of God, 


'53 * Who ſhewes his anger, ſaying: Fire ſhall 
in denoure the houſes of bribes, Tobs 15. 3 4- 

by 3 This dotheven as it were build a nelt for 
ry 3 voriuſtice and falſhoode,wherein ſhe may 
Il) F come with allowance, hearing, andenter- 
r= 3 tainment, to lay all her ſubtill and craftie 
ce, FF devices and tales, for the foreſtalling of a 
at tryc narration;that might elſe cleere a caſe 


ID 4 fo 


0 
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to the full. This fils vp the eare with the 
earewaxe of partalitie, that trueth cannot 
haueliberty with approbation to ſhew her 
minde and ſpeake for her ſelfe,vnleſle ſhe 
vie a golden earepicke firſt : and therefore 
God himlſclfe ſaith, That it blindes the eyes 
of the wiſe : let a man haue nener ſo good 
Skil and knowledge itn the law and matters 
of Tuſtice, if he ſuffer this duſt of a bribe, 
to bee {cattered in the eyes of his iudge- 
ment,this will furely follow, his eyes will 
( as I may ſay) water and twinckle, and 
growe worſe and worſe, till at the length 
he can ſce nothing, but becomes as blinde 
as a mole or bat. And indeeed this kind of 
oaine mult needs in Gods account, be as 
ſtolne goods, for the party receiuing the 
ſme, hath no manner of- right or intereſt 
into it. For if the man that gines it be jn- 
nocent, to the knowledge of the magi- 
ſtrate, he ſhouid haue his cauſe heard and 
ſentenced aright, cuen for his innocencic 
ſake, though he gaue nothing : If the ma- 
giftrate know him to be nocent, a world 
of goods ſhould not keepe his ſfinne from 
being made knowne and puniſhed : If the 
magrſtrate doe not yet know either his 

INNOCENCE 


$I 2 
at Paules Croſſe, Wu "0. 
* innocencie or faultines,he ſhuld not make 
* himſcife blind with a blinding gift, before 
he come to looke vpon the cauſe. And if 
any thinke that the will of the giuer doth 
transfcrre rizht to him that takes in ſuch 
caſe, he muſt knowe himſelfe to be decet- 
ued 11: ſo thinking, for it is not a pure and 
* voluntary will, but forced, becauſe hee 
* knowes the humor of the man to be ſuch, 
that he will not doe right vnleſle he be hy- 

* red to it, Even asa man is willing rather 
* to giue this purſe to the purſe-raker, than 
= toventer his life or im : fo is he to giuc a 
= bribe to the bribe taker, rather than ad- 
> uenture his cauſe: & therfore | dare boldly 
© 1 fay, and the God of heaven will inſtifie 
= my words,at the laſt day,that a theete hath 
” as much true right to the money that hee 
= takes by the hye way,as the magiſtrate to 
= the vifr that he takes even of the innocent 
= party fora day of hearing,or the like:yea 
2 thoughit come not immediately vnto his 
owne hands, but be ginen to the wife, or 
ſonne,or ſeruant,or friend, by his appoint- 
ment or allowance 3 which is but a little 

| more cleanly conuvejance ofa bribe,Should 
# luſtice be made asan hackney,that ſtirres 

| not 
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not out of dores but for hyre, oras a mer. 
cenarie Souldier , that will not draw his 
(word but for his pay? A ſecond thing in - 
cident to this calling, is peruerting of iu- 
{tice for a reward, which is a thing diffe- 
rent from the former; for a man may bce 
{aid to take a bribe, though hee paſle true 
ſentence, & do juſtice for it:but this that 1 
ſpcak of is worſe, when a man will goe a- 
oainſt cquitic for wages {ake,and this the 
(cripture doeth allo plentifully condemne 
1n many places.If the tudge for ſomething 
thathe hath already received, or hath co- 
uenanted,or hopes to receive hereafter,for 
him or any by his procurement, wil find a 
knotin a ruſh, &condemn the cauſe which 
hee (ſhould maintaine, but maintaine that 
which he (hould condemnezor if thoſe that 
are to plead and declare matters in that 
truth which they ſce in them, will for an 
ouer-abundant fce,ſet a faire colour vpon 
a falſe cauſe,& paint ouer a lie with ſhews, 


that it may {eeme truth, (as by conceale- 


ment of ſome circumſtances & the like)to 


delude rightz (which is, to call euill good, 


and good euill; Iizht darknes, & darknes 
light,a thing that the holy Ghoſt cries wo 


vpon, 


| 


at Panles (roſſe, Tu. 
| vpon, whatſoeuer the wit of a couetous 
man can ſay, to make it ſeeme lawfull,) or 
when other officers that haue the execu- 
tion, or helping to execute orders, will for 
a peeceof mony find out delayes & ſhifts 
and deuices, (as for example, fruſtrating or 
changing the order or decree, in ſetting it 
downe,and twenty ſuch other waiesthatT 
know not,but their conſciences can' tell of 
that pra&tiſe them, and God doth alſo ſee) 
all to {held and defend the wrong doer 
from the verdi& that equity hath patlcd 
againſt himztheſe, and every of theſc pras 
Quſes, to peruert judgment for aduantage 
F fake, are notorious and palpable wrongs, 
' and ſuch as every man would condemne 
| andabhor,if they were offered to hinielf, 
A third ation of vniuſtice on ſuch, 1s ,. Extorti- 
Extortion, which alſo the lawes' of the on. 
Land doe forbid, when hee that hath his 
allowance alotted him for his paines, in 
ſuch meſure as is thought by the law com- 
petent, (which alſo hee may very lawfully 
and iuſtly take, ſo that hee performe his 
dutie for 1t,) when ſuch one I ſay wil doe 
nothing, or as good as nothing ynles this 
tee bee doubled or perhaps trebbled, or 
perhaps 
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perhaps will take fees on both ſides, one 
to ſpeake, another to hold his peace, ar 
ſpeake nothing to the purpoſe. This is 
vile vniuſt dealing, the eye of nature can 
ſee it, the eye of grace can abhorre it,this 
15 to take that which 1s none of ones own. 
If any preſent haue or doc offend in theſe 
or any of theſe points,or any like to theſe, 
be it knowne to him, that hee liucs vn« 
wſtly and couetouſly, and theſe ations 
ſhall and vp before God and the world 
at the laſt day and witnes againſt him, ſay» 
ing thou didſt harbour this couctouſnelle 
which Chriſt condemnes, thou art the co- 
vetous man which the {cripeure ſaith can- 
not goe to heaven. 

Now come wee to ſuch vniuſtice as 1s 
found in miniſters of the Goſpel, as a wit- 
neſſe of their couctovſneſle, for God and 
man would cry ſhame vpon vs for partia- 
litie, if wee ſhould not taxe this ſinne in 
men of our owne coate, as well as others; 
ſecing all the world can teſtifie, that it 


findes harbour in them alſo. Now the farſt 


{infull and vniuſt courſe vſed by Cleargi- 


r.SIMONY. en.is called Simony,when a man buyes 


a Church-liuing, he ſhewes himſclte to 
ſerve 
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ſerue couetouſnes in the fumme,not God, 
becauſe he comes in rather by the help of 
money than by the calling of God. And 
not alone is this ſinne then committed, 
when men be ſuch bunglers,in managing 
their matters,that the Jaw will catch hold 
of them,but then alſo when there is Artin 
ſinning, & as we ſay craft in daubing,when 
the man that is defirqgus of liuing,doth not 
come with a downright bargaine, far feare 
of law : nor faithz Sir, if you will bemy 
friend,and helpe me to ſuch a benefice or 
promotion, wil giue you ſo much mony, 
or yeeld you,or your yonger ſon,or your 
ſeruant,or friend, ſo much commoditie 
out of it,and ſo forth. But eyther in great 
good wil, (to his own preferment.] meane 
not to the patron) will ſend him ſome 
goodly gift,or elſe in good earneſt will lay 
ſome wager with him, purpoſing to looſe 
the wager,rather then,not win the living, 
or elſe we ſell him too good a penniworth 
in ſomething,taking er Jeſſe than it is 
worth,or buy ſomething of him,for much 
more then 1t 1s worthz or vſe any ſuch like 
tricks to delude law and couſen equitie : 

theſe deuices be alſo Simony, as odious in 

truth 
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truth as the moſt plaine kinde of barzaine 
that can be madc;vnder which rancke aff 
COMmes for the moſt part, that vſuall couric 
of buying aduowſons, for hee that buyes, 
mult {c!}, that every man knowes, or cifc 
hee muit liue by the lofle, which men of 
tins {{ampe, will ſfeldome or never doe if 
they can chuſe, And in this fault, the pa- 
tron hath as great a ſhare as the Minilter, 
yea,and greater toozbecauſe the fountaine 
of the fault is in himsfor if he wonld give 
>. freely,no man need to buy 1t,& he ſhould 
be able to diſcerne that ſuch a couctous 
harpicas 1s willing to pay for it, were tn 10 
ſort fat for the place, & therefore ſhould 
18.no ſort beſtow 1t vpon him, much Ictle 
ſetit to ſale to him, being that the lawes 
haue committed this care to his charge, 
not that he ſhould make a commoditie of 
it, for then it had bin fitter to give it vnto 
poorer men, whoſe low ebbe did require 
to be filled vp by ſuch helps,and not as it 
1s commonly, to the Lords of the places, 
* Whole reuenues if they were not grofly 
"ether couetous or prodigall, might well 
—R>_  Tuffice them:the lawes,I ſay,haue laid the 


4 > cate of preſenting a fit man ypon him, 
4 not; 


# 
? 
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not becauſe he ſhould paſle it ouer to an- 
other for mony,or himſelfe make a gaine 


of itz but becauſe hee ſhould doe Faithfull 


| and profitable feruice vnto the Church & 


\ *Chur ch-ltuings areas It Were, the revenues 


| Common-weale, in; prouiding a man of 
cood parts and competent gifts, as being 
" thought the moſt of abilitic to iudge of 
: fuch an one,& to ſecke him out. Here ther- 
* fore a couctous Patron, and a couetous 


E Miniſter, muſt be content to diuide the 
| | fault berwixt them,and endure to be called 


' yniuſt and worldly, for making, bargaine 


| and ſale of the maintenance of Gods wor- 
L ihip. 


* done, 1t 1s of all the particular vniultices 
I which 1 hauc named, or ſhall name, the 
2 moſt abhominable to God, & ought to be 


| fo accounted alſo amongſt men, ue the 


of 


AN? 


* Afecondfaultand that farre more no- 2.To feed-. 
: torious 1a men of this ranke, is, when they 7 the lues © 
! doe feede themſelues, and not the flocke, _ bg 
* through idleneſle,or careleſneſle, doe fel. WE 
, dome or neuer drive the ſheepe of Chriſt 

| vnto the greene paſtures, or the ſti] waters, 

| that the Lord hath prouided for them. 
| When I fay, ſucha thing as this is 2 
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of Teſus Chiſt, and his endowments, tg 
be diſpoſed by him,and it1s his order 132; 
thoſe ihould live of the Altar,not which 
loyter, but wich labour at ttzand thertore 
thoſe that labor not haue no inte eft from 

him to cate of the fruits, & if they preſume 
to doe 1t, they fall and fat themſelves with 
ftolne and 4ll gotten goods, which thoug) 
they talt ſweet 1n the mouth (h.ll proot f 
grauell,vea worme-wood, vea, poyſon in 
the bowels. Now the labour that the ho! y 
Ghoſt requires at the hand of the Mini 

ſters of the Goſpel,is apparantly ſet down 
1n Scripture,that no man can without wil. 
Mat. 29- fulnes be 1gnorant of it. Go preach and bay- 
19-29: tie all nations, teaching them to 6bſeruc all 
things that I haut communnded yorgAnd 3 
1 Cor 9.16 gaine woe vnto me if 7 preach not the Goſpel, 
. 2*'Tim.4, A nd againe, [ charge thee before God, be 
t.2, fore the Lord 1 e, ,who ſhall edge the quick 
and dead at his appearance, ana in hu king- 
dome, preach the word in ſeaſon, and out "of 
feaſon Reprone,exbort ,rebuke,with all lon 
ſuffermg and dottrme, An other part of his 
Tim.z.15. fun&ion 1s, to reade the word vynto them 
publikely, as the Leuites did in former 


ume, tor God forbid we ſhould dilallow 
this 


A 


_ 
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nance, becauſe many content themſelues 
with this alone, And another part is, to 
pray with then, and be as it were their pe« 
titioner to God in publike. Another 15, to 
adminiſter the Sacraments of baptiſme & 
the Lords ſupper, An other part of his du- 
tic is,in priuate to ouerſee their waies,com- 
forting the weak, ſtrengthening the feeble, 
& admoniſhing the yaruly,that ſo he may 
give a good account to God for them,who 
will require them and their bloud at his 
hand; Now he that feeds vpon the huing, 
& doth not in ſome good mealurefet him. 
{elfe to do thofe things which God calleth 
vpon him to doe, hee is aloyterer,hee 1s an 

hireling, j 
To take Gods wages, and not doe his 
worke at all, or elſe negligently, is a great 
and a curfed wrong,and ſo much the more 
hurtfull chen other wrongs,by how much 
it doth more neerely & dangeroufly touch 
the ſoules of men,who muſi{for any (hank 
that 1s due to hitm)periſh for ever;when the 
micanes of God appointed to faue imen, is 
not vcd by him the Miniſter, vhom God 
fets as a watchiman,and puts in truſt with 
E ſuch 
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ſach a waizhtie imployment. And all ſuch 
men ſhal haue the bloud of the patties pe 
riſhing through their default required at 
their hand.It bchoved me to haue my no- 
ſtrils ſtrangely ſtopt with a poze of Pres 
judice, if I had not ſmelt theſe praiſes to 
ſauour rankly of couetouſnes,and to hauc 
had my mouth baſely muſled with partia« 
litie, if I had not freely reprooued it: and 
therfore if any n the niniſtery be preſent, 


that vſeth theſe courſes to enrich himlſclfe 
by,be it known to his face, yea,to his ſoule, 
that theſe ſins ſhall ariſe before God, with 
the aſſent of his owne conſcience,and with 
a loud and {ſhrill voyce, proclaime ir. his 


eares,to his ſhame and confuſion, if he re- 
pent not, Thou haſt harboured this coue- 
touſneſle that Chriſt bids beware of thou 
art the couetous man, that canſt not inhe- 
rite the kingdome of God. 

3. Trade. Now let vs proceed to Tradeſ-men,who 

men- are occupyed in buying & ſelling, & ſhew 
how indire& courſes are incident to their 
place,as teſtimonies ofa worldly heart, 

1. Falſe T he principall are theſe. Furſt, to vſe 

waights & filfe waights and meaſures, that is, when 

meaure?. the waights and meaſures, by which they 


buy 
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buy or ſell,eyther arc tiot of the ſame con- 
fent,extent,& height that the law requires 
they ſhould, and they are by cuſtome taken 
for,or ifthey be,yet there is couſonage vied 
in applying of them, by iogging, ſhaking, 
turning and fwift conueyances,that I catt= 
not name, but mens hearts can tell thae vi 
them,and fo alfo cati the Lord that ſcetl 
the heart, Now ſuch, the light of nature 
Toaths, and God condemnes with a woe, 
znd ſaith, falſe warghts (and they be as bad Pro.rt.r, 
as falfe that are falſcly vſed,) are an abho» 


* mination to the Lord, and hee would not 
* abhorre them,if they were ner vmult, 


The ſecond is,to (ell, corrupted, falſe, 


ſophiſticated,and inſufficient wares, ſuch + Tnſufi. / 


as arenot in qualitic as good, or in ſub. Gent 


* Nance the ſame,that theſeller would haue Wares: 
2 the bayer to take them forzwhich ſinne 1s 
7 molt gricuous in Apothecaries, becauſe 


| there it may alfo hauc a ſpice of murther, 


mixed with yniuſtice, and for ſuch dealing 


as this,feeing every man will exclaime and 


grudge againſtir,being offred to himſelfe, 


| we will ſeekeno other proofe but his own 


confeſs1on,to condemne it in himſelfe. , {bf 
The thirdisto engroſſe,or foreſtall, that Z;,='® 
K 2 re/ O” 
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# is,to buy vp any commoditie before hand, 
il when it 15,or might be cheape,to the fore. 
þ | | ſecing of a future dearth, that ſo hee may 
Fi N make his gaine athis pleaſure afterwards, 
'Y It is lawful to buy vp the ouer-plus ofany 
comoditic,] mean the re{tdue,when mens 
turnes are ſcrucdin the time of plentie, as 
Toſeph didzthat a man may haue1t to helpe 
the common weale in time of dearth,with 
ſome good and moderate gaine to himſelfe 

alſo;zbut the ingroſler in ſtead of laying vp 
4 | the ſuperfluitic of plenty, to prevent and 
| 
| 


helpe a dearthzdoth hoord vp the ſtore of 

plentic,to procure one, which 15 to cut the 
| throat of the common weale for his owne 
| aduantage ſake: And therefore Salomon 
| Pro.11.'26 ſaith, Him that, hoords vp corne the people 
| /rall curſe. And ſeeing the ſame reaſon is of 
Ws | | all things in their degree, I may ſay the 
* | | ſame of all, the ingroſer ſhall be accurſed, 
we | & he could not be ſo,ifhe were not vniuſt, 

A fourth thing injurious in ſuch men 1s 

4 To 1buſe I | p 
he fimpli. Play and prey vpon the necelsitic or fim- 
citie or ne- Plicitie of men,eyther in thruſting a thing 
ceſlitic of ypon them for much, that a mans ſelfe 
i. ttt knowes to be worth littlezor in getting a 


thing from them for little, which he knows 
tO 
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to be worth more; becauſe they know not 
the thing,or elſe mult needes haue it, or 
part with it.In a word,any exaCting of too 
much,or giuing too little,chiefly when we 
abuſe the ignorance or the neede of our 
neighbour to this endzis to ſerue ones ſelfe 
in ſelfe-loue, and not his brother in loue, 
and therefore 1s vniuſt, 

Now it any aske how I can informe their 
conſciences concerning the encrealing or 
diminiſhing of the price, I will referre him 
to the failt generall rule fore-named, and 
wiſh him to aske as little, & offer as much 
as himſelf,it he were in the ſame caſe,wold 
willingly,not by compulſion haue takenof 
him,or given to him, all things conſidered 
in due manner;to deale otherwiſe then ſo, 
is to deale 1nturiouſly and vnrighteouſly. 


The fift to this condition of people, is 5.To get 
away ando- 


ther mans 


to get away another mans cuſtome by odd 


| trick$zas for example,to offer and ſell him 


than can be afforded for once or twice, 
which a man purpoſeth to fetch out at 


: ſomeother time,afterwards,when he hath 


gotten him in,and ſuch like,and fo to take 
an other mans bargaine In of his hand,is 
3 in 


1 cultome or 
! avery cheapepenny-worth, yea, cheaper bargaine. 


6. Viin 
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in the ſame kind for the buyer, that this nz- 
med for the eller:for ſuch dealing no man 
can take jn 200d part, when it 1s done to 
himſelfe, and therefore the law of nature 
and God both,doe condemne it,as naught 
and vnequal}. 

T he laſt vn:uflice in men of this condi- 


valaywfall tion,1s to line by wicked trades,which ſerue 
erades,or direRtly to the ſupporting of vice and wic= 


abuling 
lavwfull. 


kedneflc: as for example, by keeping di- 
cing houſes, filthy houſes, bowling alleys, 
& ſuch like places of helji{h reſort, which 
are as 1t were the dives houſes of office: 
the hore and vnſauory ſteames wherof, do 
prouoke: heaven, and dchle the world, 
And ſuch 1s alſothe abuſe of lawful trades 
to the ſame purpoſe,as in Painters or the 
like, 11 making _-1dolatrous or filthy pic- 
tures as fit inſtruments to prouoke ſpiritu- 
all or bodilic fornication. So of Stationers, 
in ſelling and diſpercing filthy and laſcivi- 
pus pamphlets :and here the common fin 
of Vintners and Ale-houſ-keepers be ſe- 
verely taxed, in that they permit brutiſh 
creatures worſe than ſwine,to fit and (will, 
& walh away their reaſon & diſcretion, til 
the houſe be madea fink of filthy —_— 
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the baſenes of which men,& loathſomenes 
ef which praiſe no man wold ſuffer with- 
in his doores, but that the (weetnes of gain 
makes him ready to giue welcome to the 
blackeſt fiend of hel, that ſhal come with a 
ful purſe,and a lauiſh hand to mispend the 
ſame, 

Now theſe,or all, or any of theſe,if any 
tradeſ-manPpreſent vic,be it knownto him 
without doubting, that they ſhall all ſtand 

! vpto his codemnation in the preſence of 
1 |} God, andcryout vpon him,faying; Thou 
: | * doſtentertain this couetouſnes that Chriſt 


| 


> |} forbids:thottart thecouetous man ſo much 

. 3: condemned in the word of God, whoſe 

5 |: fſoulecannot be faucd ifit ſo continue. 

© |} Andnowmuſt I'go on to peak of thoſe 4-Land- 
- # euilsinland-lords,that hauing much them= Fords,as 


ſclues,ſet or let grounds,or liuings,or hou-'. 
ſes, which doe proclaime the ſoueraigne- 
tic & dominion of couctouſnelle jn them. | 
The farſt is, toracke Rents, and exa&t 1.Torack 
immoderate and exceſsiue fines, I meane rents. 
not the requiring of more rents than haue 
beene accuſtomed in former times, to bee 
paid;for it is doubtleſle lawful to improue 
landzbut I meane, lifting them to ſuch an 
E 4 high 
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H oo & vnreaſonable rate, that the tenant 
> ſhallnot live any thing comfortably thers 
xz by,butin extremitic of toyle and want, be. 
ing forced eyther to vſe vnlawtull hifis, & 
WI | baſe niggardice, or elſe to daſh himſclfe 
F U/ vpon the rocke of penury and need. This |: 
bs to grinde the faces of the poore, and it | ? 
15 that fin of oppreſv1on, ſo much ſpoken | ? 
againſt in men of this place, by Gods 

word. Now it any man ask what rule mzy 
_ be ſet downe out of Scripture,as a ſure 

\R& dire&ion for the prices in ſuch caſes?I an- 
v i; ſwere, let him fet himſelfe in the Tenants 
{4 place,& what hewould then give(volun- 
| >rarily, not vpon con{traint and extremity, 
; all things laide together according to the 


P O 
Wy ofthe thing, that, and no more | 


- than that,muſt he take,& not ſuffer him- 
ſclfto be tranſported by the ſweet tongue 
Thy every flattering ſeruant, and vnſatiable 
In ire of getting money,to fling away vp* | 7 

pou his pleaſures, or clſc augmenting the | 7 

*-reucnues for the next heyre. He that will | 

bi ow make himlelfe a patern of his dealing | 
[|| Iz I to others,is condemned by his conſcience | I 
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has '20 deale not righteouſly. 
D2 & dT he ſecond fault of Land-lords is, to 
j f « | J 3 bur- 


WH 
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equitie, and wherein ſtood this lacke of c- 


2 quitie?-e v/erh his neighbonr(or makes him 
$ ſetue) without wages, and gines him not for 
2 bis worke, You ſee this ſharply reprehen= 
2 ded by the Prophet long agoe,as voide of 
2 c£quitie, that no man may diride it as a toy 
2 of our owne head. 


A 


3 burden and lade their tenants with carri- ,,”Tobur- 
ages & like ſeruices,more then was agreed den the te. 
* ypon in the couenant betwixt them, with- nantwith 
* out paying him for it as an other man will 
2 do. As for example,to carry ſtone and tim» ,j..,, con. 

2 ber for his building, to plow Jand, to inne dition. 
2 bay and corng,to fetch fewel or fire-wood, 
* toremone houſhold ſtuffe,and all this gya- 
2 :15. The Land-lord may not challenge this 
7 priuijedge ouer the Tenant, to make him 
work for nothing,where he 1s not tycd by 
* the condition of his leaſe, nay, nor then” 
neither,if it be vnreaſonable, and tend to 
#® his vndoing. For this the Prophet leremie 
* durſt condemne 1a a King; and therefore 
© Inecd not feare to condemne it in a land- 
2 lord,of what place ſoever. For fo faith he. 
© of the King of Indah, 7ehoachim ſonne of -, 
* Joſhnah.Woe to him that builas his houſe by Tet.22.14, 
* onrighteonſneſſe, and his chambers without 


carriages 
&c.more 


. 


r. Promiſe 
breaking, 
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A third vniuſtice among Land-lords,i; 
by fraud or might to depriue the tenant; \ 
of any part of their duties, as of ſome F 
greene,or common,or wood,or ſuch like, 
that appertaineth vnto them : this js that 
which the Prophet condemnes by the 
name of coueting a field,and taking it by 
force, Now theſe courſes ſpecified,or any 
of the like kind, if any Land-lord preſent 
accuſtome himſelfe vnto , be it plainely 
ſpoken vnto him alſo, that theſe his a&t. 


euidence againſt him before the great Þ* 
Iudge,ringiog this grieuous out-cry in his | 
carcs,and ſaying; Thine heart hath lodged Þ 
the forbidden finne of couetouſneſle,thou 
alſo art that couetous man, that ſo conti- 
nuing cannot be ſaved. Now we come in 
the laſt place to ſet forth the lewd pratti- 
ſes that are common to all men, without 
reſpe& of their ſcuerall places, and theſc 
are fourc. 

Firſt,to make deceitfull promiſes,or to 
breake promiſes and couenants. When a 
man lookes to his profit more than to his 
truth or honeſtic; and therefore will make 


his bargaine or promiſe in ſuch ſlippery 
or 


ons, {hall make appearance, and giue in | 
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or doubtfull wordsor manner, that ſti]l he 
vill find ſome euaſion to pull out his owne 
necke , when hee hath made another to 
ſerue his turne , as by pleading that hee 


1 meant not ſo, or ſo; orthat ſuch and ſuch 
a thing ſhould be vnderſtood; or that he 
* hath forgot it, orſuch like ; albeit he had 


wit enough toexpreſle his meaning fully, 


{ and plainely,if he had would, and needed 


not to haue reſerued ſomething, for after. 


2 claps. Yea,and hath ſufficient memorie, if 
* hee had ſufficient honeſtie to beare it in 
* minde too, but chiefly when he will come 
2 toaplainerefuſall, being deſtitute of all 
* ſhifts and excuſes, this 1s monſtrous vn- 
! 1uſtice,which the blind light of nature can 
# ſee well enough and challenge. For an ho- 
2 neſt man, much morea Chriſtian, ſhould 
| ſtand to his lawfull word, though to his 
# owne hinderance, & that according to the 
; true meaning and intent, expreſſed in his 
: promiſe, and vnderitood by the party to 
: whom it was made. A ſecond notorious 2.Vlurie, 
2 vniuſticeis vſury. When a man makes a 
! gaincof lending, and binds the party bor- 
= rowing, without conſideration of his 
} ganes or loſſes, to repay the principall 


with 
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with aduantage, For whereas there be 
three ſorts of men that vic to borrow, «i. 
ther poore men,whom neceſsitie driues to 
it,or vathrifts, whome prodigalitic drives 
to it : or ſufficient men,that hope to make 
a commoditie of it : It is apparant by the 
confeſsion even of thoſe that wou!d ſecme 
to ſay ſomewhat for this vſurie, (as if it 
were not a {inne fimply) that it is wicked 
to lend on vſe to the poore needy borrow- 
er, for God hath flatly commaunded to 
lend vnto him freely ; and for the vnthritt, 
It 15 alſo certaine that hee ſhould not be 
lent to at all; for that is to feede his iſſue 
with ill humours, and to put a ſword into 
his hand wherewith to deſtroy hinſellſc; 
and thus the vſurers moſt accuſtomed and 
greateſt gaines are cut off, Now for the 
third kind of men,of them to exa& gaine 
vnconditionably,not reſpeing their loo- 
{ing or getting, is altogether againſt the 
law of charitic and equitie both. For the 
light of nature will not ſuffer any to dc- 
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ny this principall of equitie:thathe which Þ? o 
will haue part in weale, muſt alſo haue Fg 
_ woesz and hee that will diuidethe 1 
weet, muſt alſo diuide the ſower : hec 


that 
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that will take of the good ſucceſſe, muſt 
| alfb take of the bad : and the light of re- / 
* ligion will not ſuffer him that hath apy of 
it, to deny this principall of charitiezthat 
* Chrillians muſt ſerue one another injloue, 
' andnot themſelues alone 1n ſelf-loue;zboth 
| which principals are direly contrary to 
| the very trade of the vſurer, for he makes 
| ſurc for himſelfe to haue a part onely and 
| infallibly in the profit, and thetcfore 
| ſerues himſclfe alone, and alſo his bro- 
2 ther; and for this cauſe the yſurer'is ſet a« 
mong thoſe that cannot come to dwell in 
: the mountaine of God, which bee ſhould 
| F. not be,were hee not vniuſt, So then, the 
; |; vſurer whether he doe it plainly or vnder- 
| F7 hand, as men have a thouſand policies to 
e #* couer their ſinne in this reſpe&, muſt vn- 
: | | dergoe the imputation of living by wrong 
! and iniuric, 
! A third vniuſtice in any man, is, to 
2 withhold dues from thoſe to whom they 
> belong, as debts, wages, and the goods 
= of orphanes,and ſuch things as have been 
! given for charitable vſes, and the like. 
'Þ Theſe be ſo openly euill, that I feenot 
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| how any man can open his mouth with 
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:366 any ſhew,or colour to iuſtific them. When 

a man will pay his hireling nothing, Vut 
keepe his ownefrom him by fraud,or pu: 

| limoffwith ill words,and poſt him away 
from time to time, or make him becau{: 
he 1s his tenant,&c.take one or two pence 
in a day, leſle than others gue , or pay 
him very-grumblingly,who could brooke 
ſuch dealing, and not ſay, fie vpon 1t, it is 
ſtarke {tating wrong ? So when a man 
hath wherewithall to pay his debts, 1n 
ſome meaſure at leaſt,and yet will breake 

| andnot diſcharge them fo farre as 1t will 
goe, or when being a rich man, he ſend: 
away the creditor all to be rated and ſha- 
ken with i]] words, and cmpty of money, 
but laden with reuiling ſpeeches yea, 
though he have to diſcharge it : what man 
doth not Joath to meete with ſuch vſage 
to himſclfc? but chiefely when the father: 
letle childe or widdow haue not the porti- 
on bequeathed to them,and committedin Þ 
truſt to a friend, reaſonably, fully, and rea- ÞY: 
dily paid in vato them,this eucry man ſees 
to be bad dealing, Ina word, to retainc 
any part of anothers duczis indignitic. 


For Salomon hath ſayd, With=hold . 
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7 eve goods f1 

+ I vniaſtice of this kind in lay-men, is poſ- 
» Ffcfing of tenths, or church-lwing, ſpe- 
[ty of the miniſtry faithfully and ſufficient- 
e ly diſcharged. For not toſtand vpon that 
y | queſtion, whether tenths be due by Gods 
'« | law to the miniſter, (which yet I thinke) 
{might probably and ſufficiently be defen» 
ided,cuen againſt a cauilling and wittic ob- 
jector, becauſe the Apoſtle ſaying, that 
the which 1s taught in the word, muſt make 
him that teacheth him partaker of ail his 


4; | £00ds; doth thereby intereſt the miniſter 
4. | yoto fome portion of his peoples ſub- 
x, | Jtance . Now ſeeing none other part was 
. -riler als1zned him, either by thelaw of na» 
an | Ive, or the lawe of God, but this, doth 
0 | Dot it probably at the leaſt follow, that 


ven vnderthe Goſpel this is his due? but 
13. $4 ſay not to diſpute this queſtion, we haue 
. Fanother reaſon to conuince apparantly, 
hat the tenthes cannot, by that true 
« gt which will hold good in the courts 

df conſcience , and of heauen, be detaie 

hed from the miniſtrie, without ſome 
&ull requitall other way z for whatſocuer 
| . hath 


rom the owners thereof. Another Prov-3-27 
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? cially without any care, to have the due- nor proui- 
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hath once bin giuen & conſecrated to the 
main*2nance. of Gods worſhip, and whe 
tru. religion eſtabliſhed by him, that is,in« 
veſted into the'perſon of God, or intan. 
gled vnto ITefus Chriſt (as ] may ſo ſpeak) 
who wil neuer acknowledge any fine,and 
hath this royall prerogative, that whatſc- 
eucr 15 once his,the ſame s alwaies h1s; and 
whatfoeuer 1s giuen to him can never-be 
taken from him:neyther is there any pre- 
ſcribig againſt him, ſeeing he hath ney. 
ther ſuperiour,nor law aboue him,& ther: 
fore can forfait no right; ſo. that.ir 1s al- 
Pro.20.25 wayes deſtrution to deuoure holy: thing! 
and after the vow to require. Now that 
theſe tithes were giuen & devoted by met 
well diſpoſed to the maintenance of the 
true worſhip of God, even before groll: 
and. heriticall popery had ouer-cloudes 
the face of the world, is a thing that! 
thinke no man will or can deny. Where 
fore the concluſion follows inetiitably,thal 
they be Gods ftil,and not tobe beſtow 
any other way than m his ſeruice.So m: 
ny lay-men therefore as ſeruc themſelue 
with Church-goods, deale vniuſtly will 


God and mens foules, and cannot cſca | 
fie 
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the blot of worldlineſſe, if knowing this, 
they reforme it not. The aſt vaiuſtic- that 
] wilname as common to all- ſorts of men, 
is gaming in hope of gains. Neither let the 
the gameſter except that his riotous hu- 
mour cannot come within the compile 
of couerouſneſle, for hee doth therefore 
venture vnthriftily that hee may get more 
vnlawfully , and his manner of gaining 
1s molt palpable wrongfull. He takes that 
to which he hathno right at all that might 
make it his. He pleads none other title but 
that he, won.it,that is, plaid betrer than an- 
othgr;or perhips not ſo, but onely caſt the 
lot more luckely, and all the wit vnder 
heaven can neuer fet a colour of lawfulnes 
vpon thisplea.I muſt have his money, be+ 
cauſe I plaid better than hee, or threw the 
dice more happily. It.he alleadge the.co- 
uenant betwixt him & the party that play- 
eth with him, that is nothing to the Pur- 
poſe. Foreuery lawfull coucnant is the cxe 
preſsing of ſome Jawfull right that was in 
nature before the couenant, as the ground 
thereof, which hee cannot name any, and 
therfore the-eovenant is vnlawfull,& can- 
not giue him lawfull poſſeſsjion of any 

F thing, 
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thing. If he flie to the mutual will of them) 
that play, let him not vrge that will, byr 
the ground of itz which 1s to get another 
mans goods,and therefore it is wicked, & 
cannot be the foundation of a iuſt coue- 
nant, Indeede all will transferring right, 
mult eyther bee free-will (and then the 
thing ſo paſſed over is free gift, of which 
nature he will not acknowledge the thing 
that he wins, neither can he call it ſoif hee 
would) or elſe will grounded vpon ſome 
lawfull and cqual conſideration, which the 
gaimeſter cannot for his life make ſhift to 
name any:and therefore this will that hee 
ſpeakes of is either none or naught, and ſo 
he plates the theefe with another,when he 
winnes,as With himſelfe when he looſeth, 
And whatſocuer man hee may be in 
preſcnce, that accuſtomes to any of theſe 
laſt named things for his riches ſake, let it 
be certified to his heart, that theſe things 
ſhall condemne him before the Lord and 
ſay; Thou alſo doſt yceld to this fin of co- 
uctouſneſſe,and thou art the couctous man 
that ſo continuing, 'cannot enter into life 
eternal. Thus haue we at the laſt brethren, 
{hewed you both what couctouſneſle s 
an 
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arid the notes of it; viz, carking, niggar- 
ce, greedinelle in dealing, and all vniue 
' tice : whetherin Magiſtrates, Miniſters, 

X | Tradeſmen, Landlords, or any men : Be 
= © you exhorted now to deale plainely and 
Þ faithfully with your owne ſoules, and by 
© |. theſe notes fearch, try, and examine your 
h Þ owne hearts, that you may know your own 
5 | eſtatetrvely inthis behalfe:and be not de» 
© |: cciued, God is not mocked. What wil it a+ 
: vallethee toſay,T amnot couctous,if God 
© | willfay thou art,ſhal not his word & ſen- 
* tence {tand? And let this be the firſt vſe, 
Secondly,let me be bold to reproue thoſe Vie. z. 
men among you,that haue their c6ſ{ciences 
| vpbrayding them with this finne, by any of 
» © the forenamed ſignes. I cannot be thought 
n | tointendaperticularinueiue againſt any 
mans perſon, my diſacquaintance withthis &# 
t F place & all init will ſufficiently defend me 
5 © from this imputation, ſeeing I know ſcarce 
* any of your faces, Nay, beloved brethren, 
= © it isthe fin that I deſire to make odious & 
! hateful to all men,& not any mans perſon 
whatſoeuer;6c as for thoſe that cannot but 
picad guilty of this fault, they ought to 
ſubmit their harts to the ſharpelt reproofe, 
F 2 and 
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03-4 and be content by a bitter medicine to be 
1 healed of a poyſonfull diſeaſe. I know that 
5 18 that 15 very true which Dazid ſaith; The 
couetous bletleth hinſelfe, none m;ore, 

and his hand hath gotten wealthz no-man 

mult finde fault with him, that were ine- 

quiticz but by how much hee 1s more ſpa- 

ring to himſclfe, by fo much mult vvee 

with more loudneſle and vehemencie, 

ſound foorth the trumpet of Gods venge- 

ance againſt him : and let,him heare 1t to 

his affiightment, if his hard heart would 

feele any thing, that hee 1s as loathlome in 

Gods eyes as any,& as ſubieR to his curſe 

as who 1s moſt ſubiet. And whereas the 

prints, and footelteps of this enormious 

crime, are apPparant almoſt eucry where 

in every condition of men, I muſt bee 

bold in Gods name, to pronounce a woe 

againſt their ſoules, and tcl] their conſcis 

ences which will alſo beare witneſle to my 

words, that they are as abhominable in 

gods ctes,as the world is precious in theirs, 

Ah what a ſhameful thing is this, that a 

man-profeſsing the goſpe! of Teſus Chriſt, 

which would bee eſteemed his faithfull 

ſubieR, ſhould yet harbour in his heart, 8 

| leruc 
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| havecxiled & baniſhed, yea,& quite cha- 
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ſcrue in his life, this vile traytor which 
Ghriſt hath preſcribed long agoe,& wold 


ſed out of the world, chicfely out of the 
hearts of all that call themſclues by his 
name, Chriſtians 2 Is this agreeable to the 
profeſsion of Chriſtianitie, to haue thine 
heart thus wedded to the world,{til carth- 
ward, carthwaid, alwayes looking to the 


| things that are below 2 haſt thou ſo lear- 
: ned Teſus Chriſt 2 Doth he deale ſo valo- 
! uingly with thee, as not to giue thee better, 


more laſting, aud comfortable things to 


Z delight in? or dealeſt thou not moſt vnlo- 


uingly with thy ſelfeand him,that hauing 


7 an offer of that moſt precious treaſure, 
7 1oyelt rather to Jade thy ſelfe with this 
* thicke clay? With what words ſhall I ſuffi- 


; ciently condemne & diſgrace this folly? it 


is madnes, meeremadnes, and wotſe then 


! the worſt lunacie that is. When wilt thou 
1 learne to be aſhamed of thy (clfe, and to 
| bluſh in conſideration of thy childiſh 


7; dealing, yea, thy wicked demeanour in 


this reſpe 2 Did we cuer learne any ſuch 
thing in the ſchoole of Chriſt,or in his ex- 
ample?did his conuerſation eucr ſauour of 
F 3 coues 
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couetouſnes?yea,did he not willingly chuſe 
to want all things almoſt for our ſakes? *g 
teach vs in his owne perſon, that pouertie 
is no ſuch matter, and wealth no ſuch de- 
ſireable things as wee make them in our 
conceits?Mult wee not then needs blame 
our ſclues, that haue rather choſen to fo!. 
low our owne corrupted affe&tions,& the 
ſinfu!l faſhion of the wicked world, that 
his moſt wholeſome direRion, and molt 
holy patterne? What muſt Chriſt ay vn- 
to thee, when thou ſhalt appeare before 
him in another world 2 or art thou fo ve. 
ry an Atheiſt, as not to dreame of ſuch a 
day? muſt hee not ſtrike thine care with a 
chiding and vnpleaſant voyce,& fayzDil- 
loyall and vnfaithful ſeruant, would neither 
words nor deeds worke ypon thee?I com- 
mandeditheeto beware of couctouſnes; I 
conmaunded thee firſt to ſeeke the king- 
dome of heauen,& the righteouſnes ther- 
of; I commanded thee not to labor for the 
things that periſhed, but for the things 
that endured to eternal life. Mine example 
alſo taught the ſame things, thou never 
[5-1 readeſt of any carking in me,though I had 
Wa! not an houſe to put mine head in, thou 
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neuer heardeſt of any niggardice, toyling, 
or vniuſtice in all my life : yea, I did con- 
temne theſe things as rifles, not worth 
looking after,& refuſed a kingdome,when 
it ſhould haue been thruſt vpon me, Canſt 
thou be ignorant of theſe things without 


* wiifulnes,or knowing,negle& them with» 


out rebellion ? and yet wilt thou call thy 
ſclfe my ſeruant,when thou regardeſt nei- 
ther deeds nor words of mine? What could 
the Heathcn haue done more, or worſe 2 
Say it had neuer been tolde thee, that 
there was a God, a Heaven, an cternall 
Kingdomegſay thou neuer hadde(t heard, 
or ſuſpeRed any happineſle to be found, 
beſides wealth, and outward abundance, 
could(tthou haue bin more cold, & drou. 
fic in ſecking the one,more feruent & ea« 
ger in purſuing the other? could my word 
profit thee no more, todiuorce thee from 
the loue of this world,to perſwade thee of 
the baſcneſle of earthly things, & the per. 


* fect excellency of heauenly things 2 Goe 
2} thenand take thy reward with worldlingsz 
2 Conlider brethren, what a moſt terrible 
2 wordit will be,to be bid then depart from 
2 Chriſt,tothediueI& hs angels, whetherwe 
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will oFnayzbecauſc we departed from him 
wilfully before to the world,and its doung 
and droſle : and know you that as ſure as 
God is truc,fo you ſhall finde it at the laſt 
day,a couetous man ſhall not goe for an 
honeſt man,or good Chriſtian more than 
a whore or thecfe. F latter not your (clues 
with being neyther whores nor theeues, 
harlots and adulterers: theeues & robbers 
ſhall as ſoone come into the kingdome of 
God as your felues,and yet you know that 
ſuch {hall ncuer come there, 

But if the couetous man diſdaine com- 
pariſon with ſuch toule companions, and 
think him({elfe wronged, in that ſuch loath- 
ſome men are equaled with himy Let him 
heare what Saint Pax! (aithzT bis you know, 
that no fornicator, noy wncleane perſon,nor 
conctorus man, which ts an 1dolater, ſpall in- 
berite the Kingdome of God and of Chriſt, 
Lend thine carcand be aftrighted,O thou 
worling, 1s this Scripture, or is it not? Art 
thou an Atheiſt to deniec 1t, or one of $4- 
lomons foolesto deſpiſe it?But yet for more 
aſſurance heare againe the ſame Apo- 
{tle ſayings No fornicator, nor Idolater,nor 
Aaulerer, nor want+y, nor Buggerer, nor 


theefe, 
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theefe, nor extorliontr, nor COHCFOMS MAN, 
noredrunkard, nor rayler, ſhall mnherate the 


| kingdome of Ged.Loe thy companions and 
| fellows, &know what thou art in Gods ace 
' count, doth hee not tie thee, as a malefa« 


(tor.in the ſame chaine, with thoſe whom 
all the world cries ſhame vpon,and whom 
thy ſelfe doeſt loath and ſcorne2wilt thou 
not ſee thy ſclfe alſo to be a imme of the 
divell, becauſe agdarling of the world,and 
as farre from heaven as thee that lives in 
the ſtewes, and he thatrobsby the high 
way-fſ1de? 

Now if perhaps any will ſtand out and 
lay he is nota couetous man, Ict mee call 
God, and the world, and your owne con- 
ſciences and your deedes to witnelle as 
gain{t a number of you, that you be ſo in 
extremitic, Doe not many of you carke, 
and care, and pine your hearts almoſt 
with needlefſedoubtings,and ſuſpitions of 
necelsitic to be hercafter, when your owne 
being is vncertaine,euen for a day,and are 
you not couetous ? Arenotmany ſo pin» 
ching and miſerable, that no mercie, 
no hberalitie,, no bountie can bee ſcene 1n 
their les, and the. time 1s to come that 
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euer they did yoluntarily beſtow any thing 
for the reliefc of the needy,or if any thihg, 
it comes out pinchingly in pence,& two- 
pences, when God. hath giuen it in grea. 
ter abundance to doe more good, and 
yet arc you not couetous ? Doc not a 
number lade themſelues fo burdenſome. 
ly with worldly dealings, that God and 
Religion, and a better life, can finde no 
place in their ſcrious conſiderations; and 
that eyther they neuer pray, reade, me- 
ditate, orclſe ſo droufily, and coldly, and 
ihortly, as if they thought cuery houre 
tenne, till they were returned to their 
worke; yea, doth not the world enchroch 
vpon the greateſt part of the Sabboth, in 
many mens tongus and hands, that would 
be thought Religious, and are you not yct 
couetous? Is not all vniuſtice rife ? Aske 
your owne hearts you Magiſtrates, and 
anſwere in ſecret, but in truth : Doe you 
not take gifts ? Doe you not often force 
your Conſciences to thinke what they 
ſhould not, and your hands to doe what 
they ſhould not,in defending, ſentencing, 
writing,executing any thing for areward? 
and will you denie that you are couctous? 
queſtion 
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' queſtion with your hearts, ye tradeſ-men, 
| will they not tell you that you doe en- 


orofle, exaRt ſophiſticate, and vſe falſe 
weights, meaſures,and words,and perhaps 
allo more darke trickes, that Gods eyes 
ſee, and can tell of, and are you not couc- 
tous 2 Doenot you Land-lords rack your 
rents, burden your tenants, defraud them, 
oppreſle them, grinde their faces;and will 
you fay that you are not couetous ? Doe 
notſome of you Miniſters , come 1n by 
Simonie, and being entered, loyter and 
negle a flocke or two,feeding the Lords 
ſheepe more careleſly than you would be 
content to haue an heard of your owne 
{wine fed, and are you not couetous? Are 
they not common amoneſt all ſorts,to lie, 
couſen, and breakepromiſc and thift; to 
give your money to vſuric, to withhold 
the goods of others in your hands, to liue 
by Church-liuings , and care not for the 
Church,& are you not couetous? I would 
to God brethren,that theſe things did not 


| cry out in the cares of the Lord of hoſtes, 


and the ordinary pradtiſe of them, like 
the roaring of many waters, complaine 


vnto him of our carthlineſſe. YeaI would 
we 
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we did not complaine too much one a- 
gainſt another; and ke that praQtiſeth<o. 
uetoulneſle in one thing, ſeekes to make 
himſelfe ſeeme honeſt, by cxclaiming a« 
gainſt as bad pranckes in others. Magi. 


ſtrates cry out of tradeſ-men,and they of F 


Magilſtrates;they of Miniſters, the people 
of Land-lords z almoſt every man of an- 
other for this ſinne, and will you not ſee it 
in your ſelues,and be aſhamed of it? Let 
mediſcharge a good conſcience,and with- 
out feare, tell the covetous man, I meane 
him in whom any of theſe things do beare 
ſway,that he 1s a counrerfeit Chriſtiap,an 
hollow-hcarted proteſtant,and a diſſem- 
bling profeſlor, that makes gaine his god- 
linefle,and his wealth his God:and know 
thou againe, that heauen is ſhut againſt 
thee as fall, as againſt the, fowleſt finner 
that the earth holds, Hecarken O couetou: 
man, whoſoeuer thou beeſt, and ſee, 
that, thou ſhale ſurely die in this thy 
ſinne, xf thou doe not ſpeedily amend it: 
the love of the world will pull thee down 
to bell, vnlefle thou make haſt to call it 
off,and be thou alſo among the other crue 
of prcfumptyous ſinners , accurſedin the 
name 
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name of the Lord, But ah my brethren, 
doewe delight in threatnings, or js 1t our 
oc pleaſure to Take in/the wounds of your 
i Þ (orrle,with the naile of a reproofe? nay we 
- F Jcfire to heale them, which we could not 
Nr | doc without wiping forth this feſtred was 
le Þ ter : and for noneother end ſhew you the 
 þ danger of your eſtate, but that you may 
l'Þ oct out of itzand therefore for the laſt vie, 
t | doe beſcech you all,that ſee whatis amiſle 
* © to reforme your (clues. 
© | There be two degrees of covetous men, 
| fore ſo fully poſſeſſed with the ſpitit of 
| the world, rh. God is their enimie, and 4; 
| they his, and fo they cannot poſsibly bee 10 
| faued. Such are thoſe whoſe cuſtome jt 1Þ 
1s to runne thorow thicke and thinne, to 
! vet riches, and who live 1n the ordinary 
; practiſe of knowne evils for wealths ſakes 
' namely, thoſe which I hauc before na- j 
: | med, or ſome like to them. If thou be 
* one of theſe, to thee the curſe denoun- 
| ced doth certainely belongs and ſhall 
| cleave to thy foule ſo faſt, that neither 
| men nor Angels ſhall ſeperate the ſame, 
| vnleſſe thou doe ſpeedily amend. Pittie 
! thy ſelfe miſerable man, pittie thy ſelfe, | 
leape 
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leape not into hell,it is a place of torment, Þ be 
both fearefull and cternall. Caſt notathy If th 
ſelfe into the flames of damnation. Why || ce 
wilt thou die,and haſt been warned? ls all Þ m 
the world worth one foule? Ah make not Þ ful 
ſuch an hard bargaine, but have compaſ- Þ vi 
fon ypon thy dying ſoule, Bewaile and F tri 
confetſe thy ſinne before the Lord, leauc F tel 
and forſake thine vniuſt courſes,and coue- Þ an 
tous delires.Be it ſufficient that thou haſt Þ of 
been all this while a ſlaue to the world; Þ ca 
nowlay hold vpon this liberty of the ſons Þ (el 
of God : ſhake off this yoake of Sathan; Þ th 
weane thy ſelfe from the breaſts of the Þ an 
world, and caſt from thee the too much Þ w1 
liking of thoſe things that are more baſe, Þ an 
than that aneteroall ſpirit ſhould buildit Þ} ac 
delights vpon them. But if I cannot pre- Þ 0! 
uaile with this neere and abſolute world: Þ th 
ling, if he will needs be guilty of his owne | be 
damnation,& refuſe to commiſerate him- Þ th. 
ſclfe,what remedie,who can help him that Þ fo 
will not help himſelf?let him periſh, And Þ dc 
Jet mewith more hope of ſucceſſe, turne © P* 
my ſpeech to theſecond degree of coue- 
tous men, fuch as though they bee not Y) #1 
wholy excluded the hope of aluation, þ\ 5c 
becaulc 
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{ E becauſethis ſinne is not abſolute Lord of 
y || theis lives, yet are hindred from many ne= 
y | ceſſary comforts,and come into many la- 
11 Þ mentable euilsz becauſe they be not care= 
t | full inough to purge themſclues of this 
. Þ vice. Of this kind are many profeſſors of 
d Þ true religion, that haue giuen ſome good 
« Þ teſtimony of their yprightneſle and truth, 
= | and made good proceedings in the wates 
1 | of God, which yet for want of ſufficient 
care to refiſt & reforme this fault in them- 
| ſelves, have been ſhamecfully foyled by Sa- 
| than,and drawne ſomtimes to moſt vniuſt 
and diſcommendable courſes, ſuch as the 
* wicked world hath cuen takennotice of 3 
| and as I may ſofpeake,hath ſhowted and 
| howted at them,glad to take any excepti« 
on, and therefore much more reioycing 
: thatſo juſt a cauſe of cuill ſpeaking hath 
| been offered. It is an outcry of the world, 
: that thoſe which would be accounted moſt 
forward profeſſors of religion, thole that 
| doe ſeeme to make ſo much account of 
| preaching and ſermons,and ſo forth,euen 
* theſe areas hard,as vniuſt, as couetous in 
| their dealings,as the worſt of their neigh- 

bours, And ſurely brethren, though the 
world 
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things) doe vſe a tricke of rethorjqus in 
aggravating, yetit cannot be denyed that 
your lives hath 21wen matter invuth to 
workevpon3 It1s a true complaint of na 
ny that make great ſhew of religion, that 
though they bee not as couetous as the 
worlt yet they be too notoriouſly cone. 
tous; and the over-abundance of this c- 
uill weed, doth di{ſauour all the graces and 
verties which are or ſeeme to be in them, 
Why wilt thou 3f ;hou feareſt God,ſuffer 
thy ſelfe to be ſo biſelv carried away with 
« defires of theſe thing.” that here- hence 
thou ſhouldecft run into courſes of that na 
ture as make thy profeſsion cuill ſpoken 
of, as open the wicked mouthes of clamo- 
rovs men againſt thee , as renders thy 
name, a white or mark<e, for all thoſe that 
are willing to caſt out the venemous darts 
of obiequie and reproch againſt the ſame; 
as gives wicked men occaſion to ſhelter 
themſclues from al] reproofes by retorting 
? thy bad aftions in the face of the reproo- 
fl! ver, as make ſinners to applaude them- 
'P; ſelucs in their ſinnes, and thinke,though I 
make not ſuch a ſhew as ſuch an one, yet 


he 


worid ( willing to report the worſt of 
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ke is as conetous, as I am otherwile faul- 
tie®Y ca, as doe cauſe all good men andre- 
11gion it ſelf to recejuc diſgrace, when they 
can ſay(though lyingly, yet badly enough, 
* | havingthe example of ſome ſuch to pre 
" F tend as euidence againſt all)that ſuch are 
© F all the ſort of you. I beſeech you brethren 
- | if any of you that feare God, have beene 
ouerled with theſe earthly things, let him 

now ſee and confider of theſe many and 

gricuous inconuemiences,and {ce what the 

immodezate following of the world can 

yeelde him aniwerable to the loſle of all 

thoſe comforts that his heart ſhould enioy 

if it were rid better of this fin,and to thoſe | 
2ood afteRions,and praiſes that he ſhould 
haue from-good men, tf he did ouer-come 
this ſinne,and to that freedome and ſafety 
from the ſcourge of the tougues of lewd 
men, that might come to him, had he not 
given them the aduantage againſt him,by 
vamuzling their mouthes, with the too 
too groſle praftifing of this finne. 

Now then conſider this with thy ſelfe, 
whoſocuer thou maiſt bez Diſgrace thy 
ſelfe, diſgrace religion;diſhonor Gods ho- 
Iy name, cauſe wicked men to exult, thy 
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friends & Gods ſervants to be grieved no 
more. Do no more I fay ruth vpon all vr 
any of theſe inconueniences, through the 
roo much dotage after theſe baſe and con- 
temptible things. If I cannot prevaile with 
them that hauc becne wholy worldl:ngs, 
and altogether men of this earth,yet with 
81% thee that haſt ſome good things, ſome 
ib: ſparkes of Gods ſpirit, ſome-'truth of reli- 
"is c10n,and hope of a better life, Jet me,yea, 
let God and Gods ordinance prevalle to 
make thee reforme thine heart ayd life,in 
this behalfe,in comming to this place,avd | 
Jending your eareto Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeaking F 
in his owne ordinance; you make a ſhew Þ 
to intend obedience to his word, who by 
his ſpirit ſtands in the midſt of you ſear- 
ching euery mans hidden heart;zyou make 
a ſhew of obedience, the ende of hearing 
15 doing. Shew me that you were not hy- 
pocrits in comming to the ſermon,let your 
lives ſpeake for you, that you did in fince- 
ritie preſent your felues before the Lord, 
and were neither fooles to come hither to 
no end, nor diſlemblers to come for a 
wrong end. I doubt not but eucry one of 
your conſciences, which hath yvith any 
rea= 


\ 


be 
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afonable attention hearkned,is,] am ſure 
itdught to haue beene ſufficiently conuin- 
ced of the loathſomnelle and vileneſle of 
this ſinnezyea,and of our owne fauitineſle 
;n it divers wayes. Shew forth the fruite of 
the word, gaine a bleſsing, be doers, not 
hewers Jo » 6: !; F 

Now you haue looked in the glafle of 
the word and ſeene the ſpots and ſtaines of 
carthlineſle diſcouered, go homie & Purge 
and cleanſe your ſelues of them hereaficr, 
Be not like him that looks in a elaſle,but 
waſheth not his facezbe not fo, but let the 
word of God be to you in power,caſt this 
monſtrous euil! and the dregs of it out of | 
your likings and your lives. But will ſome | 
man ſay,1s {info eafily left? or can wee ſo/ 
ſoon preuall aganſt itindeed,as you ſpeak 
againſt it2no but there muſt be ſome pains 
taken about it, and then I doe not doubt, 
nay,dare promife to a chriſtian ſoule,/the 
victory againſt this {f1n,& that it ſhall goe 
downe the winde, and bee of the looling 
hand. And that you may the better amend 
your felues in this matter, I will ftand a 
While to ſhew you theſe two things. 


Firſt what be the cauſes of couctouſnes : 
G2 Secondly, 


/ 
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Thecauſes Secondly, what be the remedies again 

or > couctouſnelle, which 1f any man will «p- 

— . ply wiſely vnto himſelte hee ſhall firde a 

ceiving of Merua1lous cure,and that 11 a ſhort ſpace, 
God and Wrought vpon his heart. 

of wealth. - Firſt then, the maine and principall 

procreant caulcs of couctoulneſle,are two 

eriors in the vnderſtanding or 1udgement: 

For indecd ({uch 15 the nature of the affec- 

tions, that they doe ſcldome or neuer of- 

fend, but through the former faultineſle of 

the mind. Seldome doth the defire,or lone, 

or hatred, ouer-thoote themſelues, but 

through the deceite of the vnderſtanding 

part,that being firſt diſordered ſe}fe,dil- 

- orders thole that are as ſeruants to it;oucr. 

haltie to the worſt, and over-(low 1n the 

beſt ations. And inthe perticular, there- 

fore the defire 1s inordinately and vnlaw- 

fully carryed after wealth, becaule the eyc 

of the minde miſtaketh it marke, in theſe 


E 


ewo reſpects: Firft,jt doth not apprehend 


in God ſuch abundance of power and will 
to ſaue,helpe,and deliver, as indeed there 
is in him, and every man ſhould acknow- 
[-dze in him,and fothe mind being by this 
falihood driven trom the ſtrong hold of 
Gods 
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ads name is faine to caſt about for ſome 
oth> place of defence,and then wealth of- 
ters it (elfe to helpe,as the bramble to the 
» Þ king over the trees, & the miad {ti]] daze-- 
| Icd, and 1udging after the appearances of 
| ÞF things, not after the truth, doth conceiue 
) Þ that riches arc indeed able to helpe. Now. 
; | vpon theſe two grofle miſtakingy, it fol-, 
| lowes, that the defire which is ready preſt 
- Þ copurſue that which is eſteemed helpfull 
| © andprofitable,ſets forward it ſelfe,with all 
 Þ it might co purſue after wealth,and this 1s. 
© the originall of couctouſnefle. So is this 
* foule euill begotten of themindez it is the 
darke and blin4 brood of an erronions and 
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my 
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{ deluded iudgement, And both theſe cau- 
ſes are laid open cleere enough before vs 
Ein the Scrypture. 
T he firſt in Heb. 3 where hauing warned 
2 vs of couetouſnes, he ſaith, for he hath ſaid, ' 
3 I will nener leane, &c, By this coherence, | 
I (officiently int:mating, that couctouſneſle i 
* cames, becauſe one thinks God will not be 4 
ſure enough to him,: but too quickly and 
f lightly leave him to 'himſelfe. And the 
& ſccond cauſe Chriit notes in this Text,fay- 
2 ing : for though @ man haue much, hi life 
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conſiſts not im his wealth : as if he had ſj : 
you deſire much wealth, becauſeyou think 
it can make you liue more corfortably & 
Gafely,but indeed it cannot, You ſce now 
the true caules of couvetoulneſlec., I know 
mer are willing to make ſhew that this 
their defire of wealth is of better paren- 
taze,but the truth 15,it is as T have ſaid, the 
baſe broad of 12noranceand errour. 
Now come wee to ſhew the remedies 
of tluis ſinne, and how it tnay be conſumed 
out of vs : Firſt, there are foure remedies 
in all. The firſt is, to meditate vpon the 
word of God that forbids it, Applying 
the reproofes,and threatnings, and com- 
maundements,againſt any fin in the word 
of God to a mans owne foule, by ſerious 
meditation, 1s a common remedy againſt 
all ſins, and fo alſq againſt this. The word 
of God is the ſword of the Spirit, ſcruine 
to keep out all luſts from comming with- 
mn vs,and to cut, wound,and ſlay them to 
which purpoſeit is then cffeQuall, when 
it is weelded as it ought, by turning theprc- 
ceptsand rept9ofes df it into carneſt com> 
plains again{t our ſins, & ſtropg petitions 
tor ot {clues before the Lord in fecres | 
5 NS Joe Indecd 
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gIndcede lamentable experience driues vs 
confeſle,that the word of Godis of litle 
operation in moſt men for God:& whece 
15 this?euen from.their owne folly, that out 
of their finfull hollownes,will not lay it as 
a plaiſter to the ſores of the ſoule:but bee 
this ſpokenin aſſurance of truth, & let the 
heart of euery godly man giue conſent to 
it, that whoſoeuer hee be which takes the 
word of Godin any perticular matter,and 
alone betwixt God & his own foule,ſtands 
to conſider, ſaying : Loe how plainly the 
Lord hath forbidden this finne, what ſharp 
reproofes he hath vttered againſt it, how 
oreat the danger is,that he hath threatned 
ſhall arife from it, why do I commit it2why 
do I live init? oe T either not belecuc his 
word, ornot feare his diſpleaſure > And 
then turning himſelfe vnto the Lord,doth 
earneſtly cry out againſt himſelfe, ſaying: 
Ah Lord God, how wicked haue I beene 
to break this thy law,and to endanger my 
{elfe to thine indignation, and ruſh vpon 
thine anger fo ouer-ventrouſly ? 

Now Lord giue more wiſedome,more 
grace,ſtrengthen me to do thy will, which 
I ſce & know, but of my ſelfe cannot obey: 
G - who= 
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whoſoeuer I ſay, doth in this or the like, . 
manner ſpread the-plaiſter of Gods word 
vpon his own heart,let him count the pro. 
miſes of God but leaſtogs,it he finde it not 
able to heale any luſt, though never ſo can- 
kered and inyeteratezto quell any corrup- 
tian, though neuer {o {trongand violent. 
Doe thus therefore brethen, tor couctouſ- 
nes,we hage ſhewed you ſuthciently,what 
ats hurtfull and valawfoll thing it is. Enter 
intothy cloſet. as Chriſt bids.thee 3 pon- 
der of thefe things; ſet downe your owne 
hearts with theſe reaſons, and convince 
your (clues of ue wickednelle thereof, and 
accuſe your fclves before God with indig- 
pation again{t your (elues,that are ſo baſc. 
ly cnchning tothis world, when the [ord 
bids the contrary; Yea,and beſeech him to 
{trengthen and ſan@ific your hearts now, 
that feeng his will,you may yeeld toit:and 
that theſe reproofes may be preſent with 
your hearts to controll them, and checke 
them ſharply,when they ſo offend, & that 
;t would pleaſe him toencline your hearts 
to his teſtimonies, and not vnto covetoul- 
nes,and hee that thus doth conſtantly day 
by day,or as often as occaſion js,let him be 


bold 
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old to promiſe to himſelfe,thatthe-word I 
all prouea word of life and power vnto 
him: It will knock off theſe clogs of world+ 
nes,from his ſoule;that his affe&tions {hal 
beno longer fo fettered with them. 
Thelecond remedy againſt couctouſ- Get affu- |} 


neſſe;is to labour for more and mote afſy. =o | 
' bo ternall life. 
rance of the fauour of God andecuerlaſting 


hfe,through Ieſus Chrilt his ſon:;andeuery h 
man muſt haue his happines and delight. 
And if any mans hart. benot ſet vpon the 
true: telicitie, 1t will be ſeduced by falſez& | 


one guiided vanitie or another will ſteale 
it away from-him:but let a chriſtian ende- 
nour to make his.calling and cleftion ſure, | 
and to be ſtedfaſtly reſolute of this, that Fs | | 
God for his dearxefonnes ſake, pardoning | | 
all his tinnes,wil beftow eternall happines | 
vpon:him,& catife him to raigne as a king | | 
with his Sonne;.an & throne oft immortall l | 
eloryzwhereis no f1n, no ſorrow,no trou- 
ble, nothing to grieue or . vexe' himz but 
the tulneſle of ioy at Gods right hand for | | 
cuermorez and the fight and comfortable 
expectations of this c{tate,will ſorauiſh his 
heart,and take vp his deſires, that this vile 


carth will appeare to be as it 15,and he {hal 
be 
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be able out of his owne feeling to call ig, 
dung and aſhes, as the Apoſtle doth, net * 
ſuffering ittocary the name ofatreaſure in 
his eſtimation. Y ea, and his ſoule from this 
maine ground will draw another conclus. 
fon of no lefle force to beat downe the ri- 
{ing of worldlines,ſaying; If God wil give 
the fleſh and bloud of his ſonne to be the 
food of my ſoule,wil not he gue me bread 
and drink to ſuſtaine my body? If his loue 
were ſo infinit that he ſpared not his moſt 
beloued and onely begotten ſonne for my 
ſake, how ſhall he notwith him gue mee 
all things? He that will ue the ſoule, will 
he not feed the body2will he deny drofle, 
that gave gold?will he ſay nay for a pibble, 
that ſo liberally ſcattered pearls? Nay ſure, 
if our Lord would giue Chriſt for vs,and 
to vs,for our {aluation,it were: madnes to 
doubt whether he will ge carthly things 
for maintenance, ſo farre asis good (and 
further what Chriſtian can wiſh them)for 
God 1s alwayes ſuitable-to himſelfe, mn all 
his dealings : Get good reaſons to truſt 
God with thy foule, and thou wilt neuer 
feare thy body and thine eſtate, Have cui- 


dence ſtrong enough for heauen,and thine 
heart 


A 
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© heart will not deſire earth,and much leſle 
doubt of hauing ſufficient therein. 

The third remedy againſt couetouſnes z,Cong. 
1s,to conſider aduiſedly; of Gods gratious der well 
promiſes abundantly made and written in Godstem. 
his word to his ſeruants,cuen for provifi. P9*pro- 
on of temporall benefats : wee haue his qanſess | 


word, yea, his deed, his teſtament ſealed 


— 


- 


| 
and deliuered' vnto vs in the preſcnce of 't 
all his Saints and Angelsz wee haue his 
bond, vnder white and blacke,ſaying:7he | 
Lyons ſhall be hunger-#arued, but theythat | 


feare the Lord ball want nothing, And a- Pal. 34.10 
Caine 3 The Lord our God is a Swnne and 
hhield, and no good thing will hee with- holae 
from them that walke wprighily, And as 
gaine's The Lord is my ſhep-heard, I ſhall 
want nothing. -' And this the Author to pg,z,.., | 
the Hebrewes preſleth; ſaying 3 Let your | 
connuer/ation be without conetouſneſſe, and Heb.13.5,) | 
be content with- that that is preſent. Yea, D 
but-we cannot be content,we haue good 
reaſon to defire morez For howif hard 
tirnes and dangers ſhould come, who ſhuld 
then prouide for vs2?Who ſhould prouide? 
Why,arc you Chriſtians,yea or no2if no: 
{triue to be ſofarſt of all. If ye know _ 
| G 0 
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Gods not fo wretchleſlc a father, you are 


I 


not left to ſhift for your ſelves, nor caſt 0- © \ 


ucr to your owne, prouiding.. Nay, you 


haue one to care for you;and that for ever, 


if you can but belecuc his word, Hee,the 
God of mercie, the God of wiedome,the 
Sod of truth,the God ofpowergthe God 
of wealth, the maker and owner of all 
worlds,the God all-ſufficient, he hath gi- 
uen his word for your ſuretie. Wee giue 
much credit to a mans promiſe,and think 
wearein good plight it-a wealthy friend, 
ſpecially 1f he be truſty alſo, doc vnder- 
take to belpe vs. This is not man that may 
be changed, but the vnchangeable God: 
nut man, that may deceiue, but God.that 
cannot lic ; not man that may be hindred, 
but God whom none can reſiſt : not man 
that may die, but Godthat lives for ecuer, 
And he hath ſaid, I will never leave you, 
not in age, not in fickneſle; notin a deere 
ycere, not in hard-times,nat when you be 
fricndlefle,not when the world is naught, 
and the dayes hard and ewill;he will never 
leaue you nor forſake youz never caſt you 
off, nor ceaſe to doe you gord, © faithleſle 


and vabelceuing hearts, if we do not reſt, 
builde, 
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builde,and repoſe our felues, vpon a pro= 
iſe ſo plaine, ſo firwe, fo plentifullz and 
fooles and ab(urd,it belecuing ti'1s we wil 
2jve our hearts to the world Heape wealth 
together whileſt thou wilt, it 1s not thine 
but Gods, he muſt give it thee out of thine 
owne cheſt,as well as another mans, And 
if thou haſt neuer ſo little, he hath never 
the leſſe,and can give thee out of another 
mans cheſt, as well as thine owne. What 
needeſt thou offend God,wrong man, and 
trouble thy ſeife to get that which is pro» 
uided for thee in Gods keeping long be» 
fore?and thou haſt it as much if it bein any 
mans cuſtody,as if in thine owne. But pro» 
digall childrerf will not liveattheir fathers 
finding, till therr owne wayes make them 
teturne weeping home:and we are loath to 
ſtand to Gods {tmple prouiſion forſaoth, 
it ſufficeth vs not,wee muſt haue more, 
though we peirce our {elues through with 
wotul temptations for it, becauſe we fecke 
riches more then his fauour, When will 
we cauſe our liues to witnelle that we be 
leeve God 1s true?yea, when will yve ceaſe 
to call him alyer a&tually, by coueting for 
our {clues, and not truſting on him that 
careth 
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carcth for vs. Thinke we on theſe prom 


ſcs, have them ina readineflſe, and whend* 
our hearts doe troubleſomely queſtion 
within vs,who ſhall helpe vs when we be 
olde,or in aduerſitie, it we doe not now 
ſcrape together? ſet them downe and ſay, 
God will care for me if he be trues and if 
hce be not, it bootes not to get wealth, 
for then the world and all in * muſt 
come to nothing, together with his truth, 
winch 1s himſelfe. Now the laſt remcaic 
againſt couetouſnes,and as needfull as any 
of the reſt,is,to informe our {clues truly as 
concerning the nature of wealth, For none 
can loue it but through ignorance,nor de- 
lire it, but through Joue. Looke vpon it as 
it1s in :tſelfe,without the paintings of opi* 
nion,and our defires wil of themſclues de- 
ſpiſe it,& as it wer ſcorn to be captive ther. 
vnto.Now the contemptiblenes of wealth 
will be manifeſt, if we ſet our ſelues wel to 
conſ:der of theſe things following, Firſt, 
what kind of men haue moſt of it. Second- 
ly,how vncertain. Thirdly, how vnprofita- 
ble. Laſtly,alſo how hurtfull it is. For the 
firſt then, letthe ſtories be asked both of 
holy writ and profane authors, &let them 

ſpeake, 


\ 


at Panles Croſſe. F.4d 


Yeak,who be the men, & what have they 
cen Which have waded through the (ea 
of the world,in the greateſt and the talleſt 
veſlels,haue not many of them been the 
moſt brutiſh men,the verieſt beaſts, and 
the moſt loaae & abhominable crea 
tures that ever breathed aire, or ſaw the 
Sunne, & ſuch as a Chriſtian man cannot 
mame without hating? Kaynes; Nimroas, 
Cams, 1ſmaels, Eſans, Sanles, Ahabs, Nebue« 

cadnezars,Baltazers, Herod:s, 1] udaſſes, Die 
cl Andin other authours, Vero, Com- 
moans, Heliogabalus, & other monſters of 
men ? IndeedeT deny not, but good men 
haue alſo been wealthy bt that which 1s 
ſo.common to good _ bad, that for the 
moſt part,the worſt have had moſt of it : 
—_— if God be the diſpoſer of things be 
the true treaſure. What is that that a wiſe 
' man doth comonly caſt to dogs, but bones 
or carion;that he giues to ſwine, but drafte 
or huf kes; what 1s that God gives to ſuch 
as are worſe than {winc;or dogs;but worſe 
I meane, more baſe thindraffeor carion? 
T hink we that the God ofheauen is fo vn. 
wiſe a diſpencer of good things, that hee 
would caſt pearls to {wine,or oood things 
to 
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lency 
dreame.of, they ſhould not bee flvns to 
thoſe whom God hates, and purpoſes to 
fat as Hogs for the day of ſlaughter;but ra- 
ther moll vpon his children, whom hee 
doth intend to gJorifie with himſelfe, God 
feedes them full with theſe things, whom 
he will throw to hell;zthou maiſt be a rich 
man;and yet a dell for all thatzgoe then 
and defare weaith,it thou thinkeſt it yet the 
truc treaſure, 
zHow'vn- - But yet further conſider wee how vn- 
| profitable profitable it is. Take wealth as we meane 
__ tfor the over-plus of things neceſſary to 
." | competent maintenance,and you ſhall not 
1 be able to deny(ſet opinion aſide a while) 
"3 that it is athing of nought : Will you not 
yeelde that God 1s wife enough to call 
things by their right names, and to entitle 
every creature after the true nature of it ? 
Aske then the ſcripture the voice of God, 
what this gold and (1]uer, theſe lands, and 
linings, & rich poſlc{sions, this god Mam- 
mon ſhould bee called > Will it not anſ- 
Plal. 39.6. were ef ſhadow laying : Man walketh in 
| a ſhadow,he troubles himſelfe in vaine,cmery 
| an 


- ; | Y 


| 
ro dogs? Surely were there ſo much wy a Wo: 
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in thele matters, as wee foohthlf * 
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«273.410 heapes vp, and knowes not who Mona a= 
br it, Willit not ſay, A flowyeftor all fleſh [.Pet.1.24. 
is graſſe, and the glory thereof as the flowre 
of avaſe. Will it not ſay, lies? The chirfe men pry 6. oh 
are liz; Will it not ſay Vanrreffor ellis Ecle r. 2. 
vanitie, W1l it not lay NVorhing fas Salomon, Pron. 22.5 
Wilt thay ſet thine eyes vpon by and it is not; 

it hath no beino ? Eyther ch allenge God of 

folly,or falſhoode, wich hath Called this 
wealth ſhadowes, flowers, lyes, vanitie,no- 

thing + or elfc veeld that we haite beeh de 

ceived in thinking better of it Wil we not 

ſce our errour, and confeſle that wee hane 

beene coulvned as children, 'with gawdes, 

and now begin to truſt out fathers iudoc- 
ment?But you ſhall ſee that it-is not with- 

out cauſe. vilified with theſe titles, and if 

you will but lend an heart to iudoe, as an 

care to heare; you ſhall perceive as cleare 

23 noone day,that they be as voprofitable 

as avy ſhadow. What will you terme that, 

that can do no good,to ſoule, bodv, name, 
flate;nor keepe any euill from foule, body, 

name, 'ſtate, nor mittigate ſuch euils as 2 

man 1s preſſed withall, in any of theſe re * 7 1-ph 
ſpedts 7 Euery man will yeeld it may well T 
be called a thing of noughr, and cannot 
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well be called by a better name, Beleeue gy, q 


not ſhewes and conceits,and then be yo 

ſelues wdges,it wealth, I meanc ouverplus 

of maintenance, can doe any thing in any | 
x.Soulce, of the forenamed reſpects. What 15s good 
© forgctung for the ſoule, but faith, repentance, the 
20d ſpirit of God,the anſwering of our praiers 
7 thingsof it O MEE ths 
ft the pardon of our {innes,and the attaining 
of cternall life ? AndI pray you, can you 
buy theſc things for money 2 can you pur= 
chaſe them with Iewels 2 or get them for 
exchange of goods 2 will God giue hea- 
uento any man,it hee will morgage a faire 
living to him for it? Will he give him faith, 
*} that can bring a rich Iewel}, or a purſe of 
1 goldcfor it 2 or will he heare his prayers 
0 any whit ſooner 1n his need,that is clad in 
' cloth of gold, and hath thouſands by the 
yearc, than it he wentin meane apparel], 
& had not twice twenty pound,nay twens« 
ty pence yearely 2 or 1s there any commu» 
ting of penance in heauen 2 or can we by a 
orcat fine anſwere for a fault?2Indeedifany 
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of you be ſo blockiſh, as to beleeue the Þ | 

palpable deccits of popiſh Rome,ſome of - 

þ } theſc things are ſet to ſale there, and there ; 
| you may buy 1ndulgences and pardons : 5 


but 
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 -*. *3 But we know well enough that Rome and 
heauen ſtand a good way a ſunder, and 
they be not ruled by the ſame lawes,ney= 
ther wil God ſtand to thoſe bargaines that 
the Pope makes for money. You haue all 
yeelded,now that for foule,money cannot 
bring any good to 8. But what ?cannot itz, Body for 
profit the body more ? Aske experience, the ſame 
Will wealth buy health 2 will it porchaſe**!Pc&t. 
eaſe, or a good nights reſt, or an houres 
ſleepe, or a good ſtomack, or any of theſe 
things that are leſle then theſe ? Anſwere 
what you know by proofe;will wealth buy 
theſe things?and what 15 the body the bet- 
ter for it then ? But yet perhaps the name 
may be more bcholding to it. It will ſurely 3. The 
bring credit,and good eftimation, Indeed Name. 
here,if in any thing, the rich man magni= 
fies himiſelfe aboue the poore, becauſe he 
takes hamſelfe to be in better reputation. 
But hereifin any thing he is molt of all de- 
ceiued, [ confells it makes him think much 
better of himfclf, but neither God nor man 
doe thinke the better, Yea, God and good 
men thinke the worſe of him for this, If it 
come in by violence, oppreſsion, robbery, 


and yniuſtice,you will yeeld that no man 
; p H 2 hath 


: 
: ' 


Pd 


id 


Pe MW hatelies Sermon 


, 
f 


hath the better liking of one for ſuc w | 


wealth.But ſay that a man hath not wade 
througs thele filthy and ſtinking guzzels 
to get 1t, but haue come vnto it in the moſt 
cleanly manner,as ſome, but not the molt 
doe, it [hall be plaine, if any reaſon wall 
rule vs,that 1t cannot get a 200d name or 
credit, For ſay, what will you call credit ? 
to haue cap and curtelie, and a bended 
knee, and a few complements of behaui- 
our acted vnto your ſilken coate,or before 
your ſelfc it may be, or to be looked after 
and gazed vpon by the deceived multi- 
tude,and to be followed by a great number 
of hangbyes that runne after you, as Ea- 
gles aftcr a dead carkaſle to feede vpon 
you ? Is this credit?1s this cſtimation?to be 
crouched vato as a little curre doth to a 
maſtifte, to be ſoothed vp,and heare faire 
words,to be all beſprinkeled with court- 
holywater cuery dayzina word;to be ({tabd 
with the cut-throat kindneſle of flatteric ? 
It you call this credit, and if this be the 
zo0d name you talke of, it is cuen a fit 
thing to bee gotten with wealth, an vn- 
profitable credit, an vyncomfortable credit, 
2n hurtfull credit , with vnprofitable, 
vNn- 
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i 'S ' «ncomfortable, and hurtfull riches. 
»' © * AAndifany man haue buta graine of wil. 
& dome,he wall ſee that this 1s ſar from cres 
*. ditora good name. But if it be tobe vvell 
eſteemed of in the hearts of men,to finde 
reuerence 1n. their ſoules, to haue their 
conſciences commend one, and their in- 
ward man ſet him (as it were) in a good 
roomeof the aftetions, and their priuate 
thoughts, to yeeld a good teſtimonie for 
bim : If I fay, this be accounted credit, as 
it 15 indeed, a man is neuer a whit the nee- 
rertoitfor abundance of goods. T hat will 
make men fawne and wag the taile, as a 
curre vpon his maiſter that 1s at dinner,to 
get a bone, yea, and perhaps alſo to licke 
ouer his ſores, with a poy{oning, not an 
healing tongue(for in this a flatterer is ten 
times worſe then a dog; yea,he is a venim- 
mouthed dog)but behinde his backe, and 
in his abſence none ſhall be more readie 
to talke of his faults, to deride them, to 
blaze them, to diſgmce them, than he that 
crouched ſo much in his preſence,and did 
him ſo much (as you pleaſe to call it) cre- 
S dit to his face; yea, and in the middeſt of 
FX Aall this crouching, no mans heart doth 
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more oath, abhorre, ſcorne, and conternn 7. "Þ | 
him, than the man that is ſo ſeruile and * * ÞÞ 
officious becauſe of wealth. 

And this 1s all that wealth can procure 
for the name, but nothing vnder heauen 
can make the hearts of men to reuerence 
any, and their ſoulcs to haue in good ac- \ 
count, yea and prefer him ( in their ma- ||: 
ture iudgement) euen before themſelues. |?! 
Nothing can doe this I ſay, but graceand |}, 
vertue, true pictie,true holineſle, and god. || 
lineſſe of conuerſation, to which money 
cannot helpe a man, A. poore man that 
fares but reaſonably,and goes in ordinary 
attire, and cannot ſhew either money or 
lands of his own in any great abundance, 
ſhall yetif he live vertuouſly,and walk in Þ 
the feare of God, and in the obedience of * Þ}- 
his holy commandements, be more reſpe= 
&ed by many degrees, in the ſoules and 
conſciences of allthat know (yea of thoſe 
alſo that doe ſlaunder'and enuy,and ma- 
ligne him)than the moſt wealthy man vn- 
der heauen wanting theſe things . John 
had more reucrence in Heroas heart, then 
Herod amongſt all his courtiers and ſerui- 
tors, | though he wanted all that cap and 

knee 
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Yea,and if a rich man have this credite(as 
Dauid, Iob, Abrabam,and others had,)it is 
not his wealth but his goodnefle (which 
doth nothing at all depende vppon his 
wealth)that brings the ſame vnto hum:for 


1609 
[+ kneewherewith Herod imagined himſelfe 
Yo be lifted vp to heaven in eſtimation. 


a low eſtate gives occafion to exerciſe as 


many vertues , and ſhew as much grace, 
(let 1b be witneſle) which they that be 
wiſe (whoſe commendation alone is de- 
fireable) will alſo ſee and obſerve, as the 
moſt high and exalted. And wherin then 
is wealth to be regarded for credite ſake ? 
but that wee are fooliſh, and miſcall that 
credit which is but flattery or at the leaſt 
but complementall trouble and vexation? 
Butif it candoe no great good,yct 1 hope 


2.For re. 


it can keepe away much euilt from mec mouing 


(will ſome man thinke)and make me ſafe <vill from 


in the day of danger.Let vs alle conſider 
ſcriouſly of that point tooz and if you find 
that itbe as little able to defend againſt a- 
ny harmful thing,as to procure any good, 
you will not then ſurely deny, but that it 
may well be called alie,as the holy Ghoſt 
in this reſpe& doth terme it 3 becauſe he 
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thee, 
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is neuer a whit the ſafer that hath it, Now: +. | Þ\ 

then all evils are either ſpirituall or temo*S. | 
porall,ghoſtly or bodily. The ghoſtly,are = 

Sonle, firſt, finnes and luſts of our ſoule,as igno- 
| rance of God and his will, pride, vabe- 
leete,cnuie,malice, falthy deſires, froward- 

neſſe, vniultice, a lying, a blaſphemous 

tongue, and the like, And will a golden 

4 plaiſter heale thele diſeaſes? Let experi» 
2 ence ſpeake,and let the heart of every one 
| of you gluean{were to this queſtion, Will 
| a plaiſter made of golde and filuer heale 
Mi theſe diſeaſes 2 Ah no, no : the whole 
it world can tell 1t doth the contrary : rather 
cauſing them to feſter and ranckle; yea, 
and building a {trong caſtle for every in- 
ordinate affcRion, to poſleſle the heart of 
them that hayue. it, with ſo much more 
might and tyrannie:wealth makes awarm 
neal for fin to fit and hatch in,as we ſhal 
ſhew anon. A man 'ſhall not overcome 
his luſts a whit the ſooner, or the more ea- 
fily, when his purſe ts full, his houſe fur- 
iſhed, his grounds ſtored, his revenues 
doubled,not theſe temporall, but ſpfrituall 
weapons, the edge whereof is rather dul- 
led by wealth, doth ouercorge ſuch ene- 
mies, 
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* | * Fndcrying to God,it is even godly ſorrow, 
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that as a good plaiſter heales the ſoule, 


and wealth doth rather fill men full of 
laughter and Tollity, &.carthly delights, in 
which hee that lives 1s dead whilcſt hee 
lives : that Chriſt might well ſay 3 Foe 
be to you that are rich, woe be to you that 
langh, And Saint {ames, Howle yee rich 
men, for ye baze lined in pleaſure: and by 
conſequent in ſinne vp to the earcs, ſce- 
ing Chriſtian mourning, onely keepes a 
Chriſtian ſoule in good temper. Yea,that 
one luſt of  couetoulſneſle which wealth 
ſcemes molt of all able ro-vanquiſh, yet it 
cannot, Money,will not cure couetouſnes, 
more than wood & oyle can quench fire, 
Weelce it and-wonder, that:eyen this luſt 
15 not leſlened, butencreaſed rather with 
it, as thirſt with ſome hariſh and ill-brued 
drinke, or wine which the: Vintner hath 
adulterated with brimſtone, or ſome ſuch 
like geere. The more a man dripks of this, 


the more drought, The more a man hath, 


commonly the more worldly. And for the 
diuell and an ill conſcience with the hor- 
rors of it,we know that Sathan can ſhake, 
affright, 
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'Þ anics, Itis weeping, mourning, praying, 
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affright, and terrifie a rich man as ſooney. J 


| 


- A.  #. cus 


—_—z 


© 7, 


£ L—_ - = 


- 
x - 
=— 


- -— — = --» - yg —_— - om 
. = G _ - 
_ OY 


and as much, as a poore, When God (ets 
the diuell and an 1ll conſcience looſegthey 
fcarenot an heape of golde, a faire houſe, 
a filken coate, a great liuing, nay not a 
throne and Scepter, but will as tormen« 
tingly, gnaw the ſoule of him that hath all 
theſe things, as if hee wanted all. A gar- 
ment of tiflue can no more keepe a bro- 
ken bone from aking,than arich eftate an 
ll conſcience from vexing. Yea, and the 
ſcorching flames of hell will burne, frie, 
and conſume the ſoule of ſuch, with as hi- 
dious torture as the pooreſt yarlets. Wit- 
neſſe the rich glutton Dszes inthe Goſpel, 
So that the ſoule is no whit the more ex- 
empted from ſin, from temptation, from 
horror, fr6 damnation, becauſe of wealth, 
& 18 it not ſufficiently proued, that wealth 
1s worth nothing? But what ſay you to 
temporall euils,will not money preſerue a 
man from their danger neither? No! at all, 
common ſence can tell ve 

For it cannot driue away the gout, the 
ſtone,the ſtrangury,the collick,the feauer, 
the plague, the headache, the toothach z 
Yea, afcllon,or a whitloe,or the ache of a 
finger, 
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foot will ſtumble at a ſtone, his ſkinne, his 
bones, bteake as ſtone, that hath them,as 
that wants them, Theſe gricfes, as the 
frogs of Egypt, enter into rich-mens hou- 
ſes,creep vpon rich-mens bodies, yea they 
are rather more ſubic& to divers euals, 
becauſeof their ouer-abundant fare and 
daintineſle, and yet doe not enioy their 
plenty, becauſe they are commonly cloyd 
with too much, and to him that is fuy,an 
hony combe 1s bitter, So that theſe mens 
houfes ;are as much troubled with badde 


/ ſtomacks, with conſumptions, with Ohs, 
' cryings,& complaints, as the meaner ſort, 


If you fay but they can hire phifitions , I 
anſ{were,it 15 true, but the phiſition cannot 
heale the diſeaſe : yea, ſometimes hee kils 
them with too many drugs,and the poore 
man hath better phiſicke, better cheape. 
His painful labor,and his moderate fare, is 
better to him,than a colledge ofphiſtions, 

Alſo impriſonment,reſtraint,confnin 
and baniſhment, doth as ſoone befall eo 
them, as totheir leſle wealthy neighbors, 


as all ages witneſle, and all ſtories, Nay, 
Iwil 
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» |} * . finger, nor/the greateſt, nor the leaſt dif- 
"eaſes of bodie, wall be afraide of riches, his 
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Lwill yet adde one thing more, that ſeems, / « 
eth. more ſtrange than all this 3 wealth « © | 
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cannot keepe a man from pouerty, from 
beggery. And becauſe Iknow you wil all 
deny this, ] will bring in 70. Kings at a 
time,to take their oaths vpon it. Looke in 
in the firſt of 1#dges, and there you ſhall 
ſee 70. Kings with their fangers, and tocs 
cut off,glad like whelps to licke vp crums 
at another Kings table. And then a little 
while after, you ſhall {ce that the ſame 
King which made all them ſo poore 1s ve 
ſed inthe ſame maner himſelf. What beg- 
gars-brat,could hauc come to more need ? 

Now deny if you can, that a rich man 
may die a beggar, as well as hee that is ſo 
borne. And I pray you doe but aske your 
owne memories, it they cannot tell of di- 
vers in their owne knowledge, that from 
great wealth came to a morſell of bread, 
whoſe'youth ſwimming in dainties, their 
elder yecres would haue ſnapt at a cruſt, 
as we fay, and beene glad of any releefe, 
and that alſo in many, not through their 
owne default, Aud yet is not wealth' vn- 
profitable? Againe, for inward troubles 


that be naturall,as gricfes,cares, icalouſies 
- and 
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hangings,than ypoina plain wall :fo thelc 
ariſe- in greater meilure to ther that are 
moſtclogd with plenty, as whoſe liues in 
all mens ſight doe moſt ſhewit, andifthey 
doe at any time Waiit them, riot their mo- 
ney but ſome'other thing doth free them 
from'the ſame,” But yet perhaps wealth 
may mittigate the Paine of a croſſe,though 
if carinot keepe it'6ff ? Indeed of all the 


profitable effetts; this is the Jeaft & low 3: - For mit- 


tigating a- 
ny euill, 


mY bat wealth i3t60'baſe and weake to 
eff ay fach mitigation, *When'/a rich 7 
maihes licke of 3ny diſeaſe hath hee one 
pang leſle2ot is he ers beare one Pang 
more patiently, becauſe tice car) make a 
grcaterInuentory"than his 'ne12Hbours? 
or when hee 1s falhemto ouerty ind de- 
Cay,” doth it afſwage? bs doth itriot ra 
ther augment)theſfotrow that'once Fre was 
in this-and this place & abnndance Tf a 
11bell or a falſe report be'caſt our againſt 
him; doeth it ſting or nettle hitti,”leſſe, or 
not rather mote than another ? KN ay dot 
wee not fee, that becauſe it makes the 
hartbigger,it makes alſorhe crolleheanier 

commonly? 
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© and feares, wee know that as ME Ye 4. Minde 
breed ſooner vnder wainſcote and faite for natural 


reſpects. 
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commonly 2 ſo that a meaner man could) } 
with fewer cryes and Jamentations lay five 
Children in the graue, than he can carry 
out one. A poore man could with lefſe vexs | 
ation,bcare an hundred il] words and ray- | 
lings than he the leaſt crofſe-word, Of all 
men ordinarily none yexe themlſc]ues 
more vnder a croſle than the wealthy,be- 
cauſe they leaſt looke for it ; and wealth 
we know cannot buy patience, becauſenot 
wiſedome and godlmeſlc that are the mo- 
thers and nurſes of patience, But yet will 
ſome man ſay, the rich man hath a firc 
when another man fits cold; the rich-man 
is warme clad, when another is ſubic&t to 
winde and weatherzhe fares well, when an 
other 15 hungry, I anſwere, hee 1s as free 
from colde that goes in frize or carſey, as 
he that 1s.in ſattin and yeluet ; andit hath 
not yet beenc brought to light, that the 
warmth of veluet is more wholeſome, or 
more comfortable,than that of frize. Alſo 
hee ſleepes as well that lyes vpon a flock- 
bed,or a pad of ſtraw,as hee that hath bis 
down-bed and pillowes,and his Arras co. 
vering,and the ſofteſt ſheetes. Yea,and he 


that hath but one diſh, or perhaps onely 
| bread 
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+ W. bread and cheeſe, and now and thenſome 
2 '; warme meate, feeds as ſweetly,and with as 
y | good an appetite, digeſts as wholeſomely, 
s | _ . and withas ſounda ſtomacke, as hee that 
- | hathdaintiesbrought to his table from the 
Ei furtheſt quarters of the world:ſo that here- 
« © in the man that hath butenough for food 


& raiment,is at leaſt his equal,that hath an 
ouerpluszand not the rich mans ſuperflui- 
tie, but his competency doth afford him 


more vnſauory, Neuer more able to com= 
fort and content by their ouer-plentious 
ſtore 2and wee tooke in hand to ſhew,not 
that ſufhcient for meate,drink,and cloath, 
to content nature ( which is the meaſure 
wherewith God limits our deſires) but a 
{uperſluitie of things (which couctouſnes 
aimes at)is vnprofitable, &worth nothing. 
Which ſeeing it can bring neither health, 


vertue,nor forgiuenes of ſins,ſeeing it can= 
not drive away fin, Sathan, hell,death,ſfick« 
neſle, pain,ſorrow,yea,or pouertic,nor ex- 
* tenuate the torment of any of theſe, as cuc- 
x, ry mans heart will tell him that ie cannot: 
> Jnaword,ſceing it wil not make amanliue 

'% one 


477 


theſe benefits, which diuers times are made / 


contentmeEt,nor good name,neither'grace, - 
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one whit the longer, or with more com 
fort, nor die one abhain free for pangs and 
oriefe, nor gaine heauen, nor eſcape hell 
the ſooner -when hee is dead ? will you 
not ſce and conteſſe it: to be a thing of 
naught 2 Amd tay I not ſay, ceaſe from 
wealth, which hath no breath or ſtrength 
atall,for wherein is it to-beeſteemed 2 
And therefore though thy crooked 
How 6-. heart is not willing to yeeld,yetthy iudge:« 
kle andyn. ment cannot chooſe but be conunted of | 
certaine 4thzs,that great riches are vriprofitable,and 

It 15, not worth a.ruſh, But fay it were notſo 
little commodious, yea fay that ir could © 
doe any of the fore-namedthings, yet I wil 
prooue to your. conſciences, that it isno! P, 
worthy your delires, becauſe of the-next | 
property thereof, which isvncertaintic. It | 
1s like 2a rimnagate ſerugnt, a fugitive, '2 7 
plaine' vagrant, "which though he be big- 
boned:and ſtrong and skilfull,and ableto 
worke, yet ho man greatly cares for, be- 
cauſe hee will be gone when a man hath 
moſt neede of him, and perhaps alſo take ' 
ſomething away with: him that was thore 
worth than all his ſcruice, So wealth will } 


wke its heeles when man hath moſt vic 7 
for 4 


for it, and carry contentment away too, 
which is more precious than all the falſe 
happineſſe that it could procure whilelt it 
remayned with vs. This wealth hops 
from man to man, and piaceto place, as a 
light winged bird, from tree to tree. And 


no man can ſay where it wil rouſt at night. 


The holy Gholt hath compared it; to a 
wilde foule,moſt (wift of wing, and ſtrong 


in fight, ſaying 3 Riches takes 31 ſelfe to ic Prou.2 3.5. | 


wings, and flyes away. Not like a cocke or 
hen,or. ſome tame houſe-bird, that a man 
may follow and cath againe, ng nor like 
an hawke that will ſhew where the 1s by 
her bels, and be called againe with a lure; 
but like an Eagle, that mounts aloft paſt 
ſighr,and is caried away with ſo much haſt 
that nothing will recall her, And whereis 
the man that can clippe the wings of this 
cagle,when it 1s in his owne cuſtogie, that 
it (hall not be gone from him when hee 
thinkes leaſt of it? It it could procure any 
benefit to your lives, you ſee 1t were not 


yet worth your wiſhes,nor your toyle,for: 


1t departs when you ſhould vſe\itzand that 


without taking lean : and then as he that. 


riſeth from a ſtoole, and thinketh to fit 
1 | downe 
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downe againe,the ſtoole being remooued, 
takes Nik more dangerous knockez fo the 
minde that relyed on wealth,when it mi{- 
ſeth it, is more tormented with vexation 
by the vntruſtineſſc thereof. And ſurely 
who hath liued ſo litle a while, but he hath 
ſeene wealth run away from many a mai- 
ſter, and never came at him againe to his 
dying day?Yea,& ofttimes alſo leave him 
to hunger, thirſt ,nakedneſle, and all miſe- 
rie and reproch: yea,though here his fore- 
fathers haue been at great ttoyle, and per- 
haps hazarded a foule or two to getit, Yea 
it hath icrued many a Lord, Nobleman, 
and great Prince thus vntruſtily, and yet 
will we not take warning but truſt it,doate 
vpon it? The holy Ghoſt cals it a lie, be- 
-auſe it will (urely play him ſuch ſlippery 
prankes,that hath confidence in it(as eue- 
ry man hath in that meaſure he deſires it) 
and a ſhadow, becauſe every cloud that 
flies ouer the Sunne may(and that which 
1s not to a ſhadow)irrecouerably cut it off. 
No man can promiſe himſelf to be weal 
thy till night,one coale of fire, one vnad- 
iſe word. two falſe oaths,of two falſe vil- 


laines (and how many ſuch be there in the 
world) 
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workd)may make him a beggar anda pri- 
ſoner both at once? or if not ſo, yet he may 
whom Chriſt ſpeakes immediatly after 
my text, whole {oule was called for, that 
night that hee ſang downe ſecure to him= 
felfe, and when a man hath gotten gaods 
not by right, and dyes in the midl(t of his 
dayes, agg leaves his wealth to another 
perhaps be knowes not, whom doth'hee 
not proove (that of himſelfe the which 
was true before, but neither himſelfe nor 
others would ſee, namely) that hee was a 
ſtarke foole?But all this is a little in com- 


0 from it in a moment, as the rich man of 


pariſon of that which I haue to ſpeake a- 
gain(t it, Ir is not alone vnprofitable, but 
hurefull alſo, and exceeding dangerous to 
him that poſleſlerh it, creating much evill 
to his body & his ſoule, which harmfulnes 
procedeth not from the nature of wealth, 
but from the corruption of men; as cold 
drinke in it ſeifeis 2ood, but not to him 
which hath the fit ofan ague, yea to him,it 
1s almoſt as bad as poyſon; and ſo,ſome 
m-ates are naught for men of ſome con- 
itiunons, which they love, but loue not 
them, and of theſe men are accuſtomed 
I 2 to 


4.How 
hurtful it 
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to take heede. Neither is this danger a 
whit the leſle, becauſe it comes from our 
1] nature, not from wealth it ſelfe, ſecing 
this corruption of nature cleaves to our 
ſoule,as faſt as the skinne to the fleſh,and 
wee {hall aſſvone ceaſe to be, as to bee fo 
euill. Yea, moſt of all, is it harmefull to 
him that moſt defires1t; and howſocuer 
others may eſcape the hurt of gt, yet hee 
cannot eſcape,[ceipg the overprizing ther- 
of bringeth forth the defire, and both to- 
gether cauſe the danger, It may there- 
tore very wel be likened to an artichoake, 
a Inttle picking meat there 15,not ſo whole- 
ſorne as delicious, and nothing to that it 
ſhewes forz more than the tenth partis 
vnprofitable leaues 3 and beſides there is 
4 <oare 10 the midſt of it, which wil choke, 
not feed, and ſtrangle, not nouriſh, if a 
man doe not picke warily what hee puts 
into his mouth, better itis that God giue 
vs our portion, than ſet the whole diſh be- 
fore vs $ wee ſhall well-neare choake our 
ſelues with it 3 and fuch a thing 1s wealth: 
yea,it is like ſome kinde of fiſhes, ſo full 
of {mall and vnſcene bones, that no man 
eates it without great heede,but with great 


danyer, 
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danger,but a childe cannot fcape-perill if 
hee venture tocateit : and where (hall we 
finde a man not a child in vnderſtanding? 
if any other be palt a childe, yet certainly 
the manthat loues wealth 1s not, It 1s ike 
an head-(trong and luſtic horſe, that caſts 
the weake and vnskilfull rider, to the brea- 
king of his bones, if not bis necke : and 
though children defires to be on hoife- 
back,yet the father had rather keep them 
a foot:and certainly few have the ftrength 
to bridle and the $kill to fit and manage 
this re{tic {teede, it 1s ſure none that loues 
to be vpon the back of it, hath skil} in this 
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horſemanthip. But wherein is it ſo dange- Bodily 


rous will ſome man ſay ? I anſwer, it is very 
troubleſome to the outward man,and like 
a luggring carriage makes him {weate and 
puffe that goes vnder it, The 1ich mans 
plenty will not let him {leepe, his varietic 
of diſhes briags him to ſurfetting, and that 
to many noytome diſeaſes, and vnquiet 
nights,and dayes; and beſides, his eyes, his 
eares, his hands, his heart is not his owne, 
hee cannot be where he would faineſt,nor 
ſpeake nor thinke of what he moſt deſires, 
being called away by multicude of affaires, 
I 3 too 


elture. 
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too too many ſtreames of bulineſle doe 
drive him by force even from hnmnſelfe, 
and hee may well be called any mans ſer 
uant, rather than his owne; ſo that in out- 
ward regards, when wealth growes very 
large, it 1s ike along coate or a garment 
90 d fide, that a man treades vpon often, 
and catcheth afall,when another goes vp= 
right, eyther hee mult holde it vp ( and 
were It not as good be cut honterzJor cle 
it will bring lym downe;yca,it makes men 
obnoxious to enuy, and ſo ſubieR to ma-« 
lice, that none are more. As a tree that 
hath thick and large boughes, eucry man 


defires to lop himzbeſides that,the ſidenes 


7. Soulc. 
" # Beget- 


of his garment makes his owne feet ſtun 
ble: others alſo can more eafily tread vp= 
on it, and give him a fall;But all this is no= 
thing, aan might well eyther beare or 
preuent ſuch troubles. There follows an- 
otlier ranck of miſchiefes out of the rank=- 
neſle of wealth,that are more pernitious to 
the ſoule and cannot ſo well be ſhunned. 
It breeds many noyſome diſeaſes to the 
ſoule. Firſt it makes the ſoule very vaine« 


] we euils, ly and falſly confident, Men thinke them- 


ſe con- 


 fidcnce. 


ſclues {o much more fate, by how much 
more 
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more rich, and cannot be content to haue 
wealth, vnleſſe they doe alſo truſt vpon it; 
MC Damid on his hill, which yet laces 
him . The rich mans riches is a ſtrong 
tower to his 1 ImMaginat ton, faith £c/onalnha 
takes himſelfc as it were wala and mou” 
ted abour by them, though indeed he he 
as open to danger as ether men, Second- 


ly, it ſwels the hart with Joathſome pride, z.Pride. 


making a man think himſcife alfo ſo much 


the better, by how much, hee poſle{lcth 
more, Fhis diſeaſe as well as the former, 


the Apoltle notes, {aying to Timothy, 


C harge them; that be rich in this world,that 1.Tim.6, 


they be not high minded, nor truſt in Uncer- 
taine riches: As if he had told vs that thefe 
two maladies,falſe confidence and an hay. 
tie conceit of ones felfe, the purfineſſe of 
the minde,do fo quickly enſue vpon great 
poſleſsions, that few or noneeſcape them. 
None canmiſſe them without many ware 
nings, many earneſt exhortations, nay, 
nor ſcarce with them. This wealth is like 
ftrong drinke to a weake braine, which 
{ends (ach hote and fuming vapours vp 
mto the ſame, that a man imagines he can 


O 
hit the skic with hs head,when he cannot 
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{tand vpright vpon his feete, yea, ſcarce 
keep hunſelte from tumbling in the mure. 
The monſtrous violence of fiery paſ- 
ſions 1nto which, (as into fits of a burning 
azuc) euery ſmall croſsing by an inferiour 
or equall, drives men of wealth, ſhewes 
what big conceits they haue of them* 
ſelues. In a word, let examples here make 
the cale plaine. Name a man almoſt that 
did not'waxe proud by wealth,vnles God 
ſo ſauced his ſweet meate with the ſowre 
ſauce of aff1Rion, that it was euen made 
vonſ{auory to him. It bred this frenzy in Da- 
uid, Vz2ia,e Aſa, Hezekiab, the beſt kings 
that the Scripture ſpeakes ofz and if ſuch 
men could not beare it, what are wee? If 
any thinke though it made. others worſe, 
it ſhall not make him ſo,let him know that 
this very conceit ſhewes him 1o be proud 
when he hath it not,and how would he be 
thenif it werein his hands ? thou art now 
conceited when thou artin a lower eſtate, 
will thy conceit of thy ſelfe diminiſh with 
the encreaſe of thy ſubſtance? Noeſt thou 
thinke GoG1s (o Il a di[poſer of things 
that hee would not give it thee, if he knew 
thou couldeſt vſe it moſt to his elory ? 

Guue 


% at it Paules Croſſe. +27 4 ; a | 


, Giue God leaue to know what is in thee 
better than thy ſelfe, as the Phyftion 
knoweth the ſtate of the patients | body 
when hee knowes it not, Whatchild doth 
not thinke hee could vſe a knife well? but 
the wiſe father knowcs his conceit arifeth 
from ignorance :ſo I ſay to thee, that drea- 
meſt wealth ſhould not make thee worſe. 
Art thou better than Danid and Salomon 
» his ſonne? To (ay asthe thing is,therefore .. 
God doth not giue ſo much of this wealth 
to his children, becauſe he knowes they 
would hurt themſclues with i it, but giues a 
Jow eſtate to moſt of his feruants : for if 
they had more wealth, they would be ſo 
drunk with conceit, that they would think 
themlſelues roo o00d to ſerue him, as many 

| mendoe that haue it, And no wonder that 
riches bring a man to great pride:for they 
make him vtterly diſtaſte religious execr- 
ciſes, which thould weane the heart from 
concelt of it ſelfe, Hee/cannot have while 
to pray, reade, meditate, for following his 
plcaſures,or ſecking to adde more to chat 
he hath, ſo that none doe ſeldomer viſite 
God intheir cloſet, with true deugtion and 
feruent cryes than theſe, vnleſſe the Lord 

| / fetch 
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fetch them in by a ſore croſſe, and then 
themſelues can ſec what harme their pro- 
ſperitie did ynto them, 
3.Securitiy Then from pride growes ſecuntic ; as 
a dead ſlcepe from drunkenneſle. Thoſe 
that hauc their barnes and houſes full, as 
the rich man after my text, if they be not 
ſo wholy paſt ſence as jn words to lake vp 
| his note, and ſay ;'Soule, ſoule, cate and 
k .  drinke, and take thine eafe : yet indeede 
| fall wit to this praftife, nuzling them- 
' ſclues in this world, as an hogge 1n ſtraw, 
and giving themlelues to feeke their plea- 
ſures, profits,and promotions, and are {o 
poſleſſed with their owne thoughts, viz. 
how to get ſuch a ltuing,ſuch a faire houſe, 
ſuch a match for this daughter, ſuch a 
thing for this ſonne, that ſcarce once in a 
moneth or an yeare, they can haue time 
ſcriouſly to thinke of getting heaven for 
themſelues,or for their children 3 yea, and 
though they haue ſome good thoughts 
put into their hearts by a good ſermon, 
or good exhortation, they die all, like a 
ſparke of fire for want of blowing z and 
adding too more fewcll; I would theſe 


things didnecde any proofe, and it were 
not 


at Paules (voſſe. 
not fo plaine, that all can ſee it, but thoſe 
that feele it, 


MN” 


Yea ſometimes wealth breeds that no- ,. Licenti- 
table licentiouſneſle ( where it is growne oulneſle, 


toa great floud) that it makes men not 
to care what they do, but commit whore- 
dome, and other as foule finnes, enen 0- 
penly, becauſe no man, ſcarce their mini- 
ſters, whom they wil likely chooſe for their 
owne turne, ſcorning to ſuffer the whole= 
ſome plainneſle of him that ſcornes to 
flatter 3 ſcarce I ſay, their miniſters dare 
tell them they offend, Yea, they promiſe 
to themſeſues, by money and friends, to 
out-face Iuſtice it ſclfe, and peruert righ- 
tcous 1udgment; fo that when none keeps 
them from ſinne by reproofe, nor drawes 
them to repentance by iuſt puniſhment, 
they may goe to hell without rub, as a 
bowle downe an hill in a ſmooth place, 
the matter being referred tothe laſt iudg- 
ment, and the iudge of all fle{h,who will 
wdge them ſo much more ſeuerely , by 
how much they boare out ſinnes on earth 
with more quietneſle and ſafety. 

And lealt men ſhould thinke only the 
worſt men fell to theſe ſickneſſes, by fat 
paſtures, 
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owne heart, who in his abundance ſtood 
Vpon his hill vauncing himſelfe, and ſay=- 
inz, He ſhould neuer be mooned 1 and (0+ 
dainly fel! to adultery, to murther, to ſuch 
hardnelle in both, as not to confeclle them 
of a long timcz and had not God ſtrange- 
ly turned him, wealch wovld have brought 
him to the divell 3 and this is the good it 
doth euen to good men, except God doe , ii, 
chaſtiſe them every morning and euery 
night, and make them ſober by many tri- 
bulations, that a poorer man {hall ſcape, 
In one word therfore,the richer any man 
is, vnleſſe he pray more, and bewaile his 
ſinnes more, and think more of his latter 
end, the worſe hes, and if God doe not 
croſle him more than others; he will pray 
leſle than others. 

Wherefore vnleſle his wealth be al-_ 
layed by more pinching affhiftions, and 
then who would with it2he cannot but be 
a greater ſinner than other men. And ſay 
hee be Gods childe, yet hee growes farre 
flower in grace : others profite more at 
one ſermon than he at ten 3 others make 
more feruent prayers, and hauc morc holy 
meditations | 


[ 


J 
i 

ditations in a moneth,than he in a year; 

' & i and thinke more of heaucn 1n a day, than 

hee m a monethz ſo that Chriſt may well 

call riches the thornes that do euen choke 

the word, and therefore they doe alſo 
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make the way to-Heauen harder . The [.Grace 


ſame meanes that drawes poorer men to 
ſaluation,will not doe him : hardly can a 
rich man goe to heauen, it is as thicke 
clay 10 his 1ourney,that makes a man goe 
ſoftly, Not many rich men are ſaued, ſaith 
Paul. And how hard itis for him that hath 
riches ro enter into heaven ? ſaith he that 
cannot lye or be deceived. Now let them 
goe and boaſt of their happineſle, that 
makes them more proud, ſecure, and li- 
centious than other men, and makes the 
way of grace, and the way of Jife to bee 
much more difficult and tedious to them 
than other menz and who would bee ſo 
greedy of that which the more hee hath, 
the leſſe vertuous hee ſhall be, if hee bee 
not more afflited,and ſhall finde it more 
difficult to be ſaned : wherefore. if any 
of you hauc doated on wealth heretofore, 
let him ſeriouſly conſider and ponder 
vpon this, how fickle it is,how little good 
i 
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it can doe, how much hurt it will d&c; 
and I aſſure my ſelfe and him too, hte , 
ſhall ſoone grow lefle in loue with it, if 
hee will be led by reafon and truth , not 
by faſhion and opinion, And thus Bre- 
thren I haue according as I was able, 
ſhewed you what couctouſnelſle 1s , the 
cauſes, cfteRs, {12nes, and remedies. T ry 
your fclues by this deſcription and theſe 
ſignes, fright your {clues from it by theſe * | 
cauſes and effes, and heale your ſclues 
of it by theſe remedyes. Suffer y our ſoules 
to be wrought vpon, and let the ſucceſle 
of your hearing be good, you are necrer 
damnation by this Sermon, if you mend 
not the fault ceproued, neerer ſaluation,it | 
you will take warning : let not the word | 
be a fauour of death to any of you . It 'F 
comes to my minde, what is (aide in the 
Golpell, when Chriſt had ſpoken againſt 
couetouſneſle, the Phariſes that were co- 
uetous heard theſe things and they laughs 
ed him to ſcorne, as if hee had diſgraced 
couetouſincſſe onely becauſe hee wanted 
wealth, It theſe ſpeeches finde no better 
effeRs, how ill haue wee beſtowed our 


ume 2 Bc not as bad as Phatiſes,I beſcech 
you 
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you, contemne not the ſpeaker, deride 
not the word of God, but heare 1t,belceve 
it, praiſe it, condemne the finne, leave 
the fault, beware of couctouſneſle,and be 
that which no couctous man can be, true 
Chriſtians, and true bleſſed men : which 
God. graunt for his Sonnes ſake 
Chriſt Ieſus,to whom with the 
Father & the holy\Ghoſt, 
be all honour and glo. 
 Ty,now and for 
cuer. Amen, 
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